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Ground cover and lawns are sometimes seen as 
fairly ho-hum elements of a garden yet, if 
executed well, can greatly enhance a space, 
provide a wonderful foil for other more dramatic 
effects and also be remarkable in their own right. 
In this issue, we provide, I hope, lots of insights 
and interesting ideas for both. Chris Marchant, 


mY . the highly accomplished plantswoman and 
; owner of Orchard Dene Nursery in Oxfordshire 
(the wholesale supplier of choice for many leading designers) shares the 
secrets of successful ground cover, suggesting clever ways to combine plants 
so they look beautiful and help minimise weeds; the information she 


a. 


provides on the plants’ vigour is particularly helpful. There’s nothing quite 


like a swathe of velvety lawn, primped and preened to perfection. Once the he poet | gibt ae 
in Luciano Giubbilei’s 2014 Chels: 


preserve of the landed gentry, lawns are now one of the most ubiquitous 
garden elements, yet interestingly are still perceived as something of a status 
symbol. Gardener Rory Dusoir traces their history and showcases some of 
the finest examples. Shaped as anything from a dinky bunny rabbit to a 
giant tea pot, topiary has long been used to provide a sculptural dimension 
to a garden, yet new forms and new plants are still being explored, as 
designer Annie Guilfoyle finds out. We also take a look at the work of 
Stephen Pettifer whose Coade stone sculptures are utterly remarkable; but 
which would no doubt be enhanced by an immaculate lawn or neatly 


bw 


clipped hedge to set them off. I hope you enjoy the issue. 
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Plants creating the glorious garden at Woolbeding, 
now in the hands of the National Trust 


22  Plantsman’s favourites Hans Kramer, co-owner 58 Labour of love Monique and Thierry Dronet 
of the highly respected Dutch nursery De felled forests and moved mountains of earth to 
Hessenhof, selects his favourite plants for March create their stunning garden in the Vosges 
hie iy nay ee a 42 Joys of spring Gardener Matthew Reese mountains of eastern France. In spring itis a 
td psy - creates three beautiful displays to show off your living testament to their love of daffodils 
ON THE COVER containers to great effect 76 ‘Three thinking By using clever design ideas and 
Spring planting 48 Plant profile: ground cover Good ground cover a subtle green palette, Dutch designer Carolien 
doesn't need to be boring, it can be a beautiful Barkman has transformed an awkward, city 
way to unify your garden and suppress weeds. garden, made up of three visually disconnected 
The key, as expert Chris Marchant explains, is areas, into a restful and cohesive space = 
ee working out which plants combine best s 
70 ‘The Great British lawn How our love affair with & 
grass helped to shape a nation's gardens People 7 
COVER IMAGE Places 56 Who's who Mick Evans, the head gardener i 
Woolbeding Gardens, at Packwood House in Warwickshire, who E 
34 — Life story Stewart Grimshaw and his late has replanted the garden's borders with ¥ 
partner, Simon Sainsbury, spent 40 years mathematical precision and stunning creativity . 
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Pride of place Sculptor Stephen Pettifer has 
rediscovered the art of creating Coade stone, 
out of which he crafts originals, reproductions 
and restoration work in exquisite detail 
Border crossing Frank Ronan realises that 
leading a transatlantic lifestyle will leave him 
with little room for procrastination 
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Design update The latest projects and events, 
including the second Hokkaido Garden Show, 
new parks for Birmingham and San Francisco 
and a chance to learn green woodworking skills 
Design ideas: thinking outside the box 

If topiary conjures up images of elaborately 
pruned box hedges or lollipop-shaped bay 
trees, now is the time to think again 

Design sourcebook Make light work of spring 
pruning with our choice of cutting tools 
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13 ‘Dig in What's happening this month, 
including Open Days at Pentillie Castle, 
the Art of Gardens at Buckingham Palace, 
and new red bidens 

19 Get kitted out For seed sowing 

27 Gardener cook Jojo Tulloh is planning to add 
some spice to her life with a crop of Indian veg 

31 Gardening talent Lily of the valley was the first 
plant love for freelance gardener Janet Hague 

32 Subscription offer Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital edition 

97 Books New books for gardeners, including 
First Ladies of Gardening by Heidi Howcroft 

102 Crossword and how to buy back issues 

104 Classifieds 

113 Next issue What's coming up in April 
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¢ Don't miss your chance 
to book tickets for the first 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
Festival — see page 8 
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« Join us at our talk in May 


with Penelope Hobhouse, 


Blom and Sarah Price 
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* Save money when you 


subscribe to the d 


edition — see page 32 
« Win one of two Hayter 
Harrier 48 lawn mowers 


worth £899 ~ see page 101 
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DESIGN & MANUFACTURE SINCE 1954 


Call 0845 402 5300 
Visit www.harrodhorticultural.com 
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CLAIRE MASSET 

Claire lives in rural Oxfordshire, 
where she tends an unruly 
cottage garden and small veg 
plot. She is the National Trust’s 
guidebook publisher and is 
currently working on the new 
guide to Packwood. On page 
56 she interviews its talented 
head gardener Mick Evans. 


“Mick is an inspired gardener with an artist's eye and Packwood 
brilliantly showcases his mastery of orchestral planting.” 


ANDY HAMILTON 

Andy is a forager, author and 
brewer who lives ona steep hill 
overlooking Bristol. Normally, he 
ventures far and wide searching 
for plants to forage but after 
reviewing Adele Nozedar’s new 
book, The Garden Forager, for 

us on page 99 he finds he is 
tempted to stay on his hill. 


“Before heading out into the wilderness, first get to know 
what you have in your own back yard.” 


CHRIS MARCHANT 
Chris co-founded Orchard 
Dene Nurseries 25 years ago, 
and now supplies an extensive 
range of perennials to leading 
garden designers. On page 48 
she shares the advice she 
normally gives to clients on 
using ground-cover plants to 
help transform outdoor spaces. 


“Ground cover can evoke an image of something dull and 
dreary, but only when imagination and resources are low.” 


ROSANNA MORRIS 
Rosanna writes regularly about 
travel, art, design and interiors. 
She's based in Somerset and 
when she’s not scribbling notes 
or typing at a computer, she’s out 
in the countryside walking her 
English pointer Flossie. She visits 
the Wiltshire studio of sculptor 
Stephen Pettifer on page 64. 


“L was bowled over by the time and dedication Stephen puts 
into his work, which is remarkable. His talents know no bounds.” 
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Martin & Linda White 
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“‘AirPot’ grown root bs 
ayy SS Fe TG, 
e Over 7000 semi-mature trees at our nursery, 
from 12’ to 45’ tall, plus 2 km of instant hedging 


¢ A friendly, personal service from Sipe 
horticulturists - not a ‘self serve’ on-line shop 


¢ ‘AirPot’ grown trees establish faster and have 
a superior fibrous root system 


¢ Complete Planting Service, Establishment 
Warranty and AfterCare 


¢ Nationwide Delivery that goes beyond the kerb 


@ mayestic 
01582 843881 


www.majestictrees.co.uk 


Follow us on 
Facebook 
and Twitter 


Bill 


Chequers Hill, Flamstead, 
Nr St.Albans, Herts, AL3 8ET 


e-mail: info@majesticgroup.co.uk 


Join us at our exciting new Festival to 
celebrate gardens, gardening, plants and design 
17-18 April 2015, Malmesbury, Wiltshire 


PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 
Choose from a selection of talks from leading experts and gardening VIPs 


FRIDAY 17 APRIL Tickets £25 


Troy Scott Smith, Dan Pearson and Chris Marchant 
The Authentic Sissinghurst — recapturing the distinctive qualities 
of Vita Sackville-West and Harold Nicolson’s garden 
7.30-8.30pm held in Malmesbury Abbey 


SATURDAY 18 APRIL Tickets £13.50 for each talk 


4 
: 


Ds 


NDREW MONTGOMERY, CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


TIM GAINEY / ALAMY, A 


IN MALMESBURY ABBEY IN THE WESLEYAN ROOM IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL 
Fergus Garrett Alys Fowler Derry Watkins 
Designing with Plants Letters toa New Plants — 
at Great Dixter Bee Keeper Choosing and Using 
10-llam 10-1lam 10-llam 
Tom Stuart-Smith Sarah Price Annie Guilfoyle 
The Language of Planting Styles: A Creative Approach 
Place — Gardens A Review of to Small Gardens 
and Culture Sarah’s Work 12-1pm 
12-Ipm 12-1pm 


Sarah Raven 
The Home 
Cutting Garden 
2-3pm 


James Alexander- 
Sinclair 

Dancing in Borders 
2-3pm 


Jason Ingram 
Gardens Through 
the Lens 

2-3pm 


Anna Pavord 
The Flowering 
of Tuscany 
4-5pm 


Rachel Dein 
The Ultimate in 
Pressed Flowers 
4-5pm 


Noél Kingsbury 
Travels with NK 
4-5pm 


Tom Mitchell 
The Modern Day 
Plant Hunter 
5.30-6.30pm 


Frank Ronan 
The Invisible Garden 
5.30-6.30pm 


As part of the festival why not visit our traditional marquee in the grounds of the Abbey Cloister Gardens where 
youll find a selection of our favourite nurseries and suppliers of beautiful garden products. You can also sign up to 


one of our garden clinics to chat through design and plant queries with an expert. And don’t miss 


out on a visit to the Abbey House Gardens with its formal knot gardens, riverside walks and spectacular tulip 


displays. Tours can be booked as part of your festival booking. Full details and bookings on: 


*calls cost 1Op per minute plus network extras 


EXCLUSIVE READER EVENT 2015 
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paired with éxuberant planting*~ . 
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Gardens Illustrated Talk 


With Penelope Hobhouse, 
Jinny Blom and Sarah Price 


Join us on Tuesday 19 May at the Royal Geographical Society in London, 
with three generations of garden designers 


We are delighted to once again be hosting the Gardens Illustrated Talk. 

Our speakers — Penelope Hobhouse, Jinny Blom and Sarah Price — represent 
three generations of women designers and will discuss their work, as well as 
consider the role of women in garden design past, present and future. Book 
now for Standard or Premium tickets. All tickets are allocated seating with 


premium ticket holders seated in the front section of the lecture theatre. 


Penelope Hobhouse is a garden writer, garden designer, garden 
historian, lecturer and gardener. For 14 years she was in charge of 
the National Trust garden at Tintinhull House in Somerset. Now 
in her eighties, she has recently moved house and is relishing the 


opportunity of developing a new garden. 


Jinny Blom set up a landscape and garden design practice in 

2000, having previously followed a career as a psychologist. Her 
gardens are defined by beautiful craftsmanship and intelligent 
planting. She is currently working on projects in the UK, Italy, 

the USA and Kenya. 

Sarah Price trained in fine art before becoming a garden 
designer. She achieved worldwide recognition for her work at 

the Olympic Park in 2012. With a life-long love of wild and natural 
environments, she believes gardens should inspire a deeper 


connection with the natural world. 


TO BOOK ONLINE 


Talk details 

° Date Tuesday 19 May 2015. 

* Venue Royal Geographical Society, 
1Kensington Gore, London SW7 2AR. 


PROGRAMME 

* 6pm Doors open — Cash bar available. 
¢ 7pm Talk begins. 

° 8.30pm Q&A session concludes. 

* 9pm Doors close. 


TICKETS 

¢ Subscribers* 
Standard £20; Premium £30. 
Please quote the code 
MSUB15 when booking. 

¢ Non-subscribers 
Standard £25; Premium £35. 
All tickets are allocated seating. 
Premium tickets are located in the 
front section of the lecture theatre. 


Gardens Illustrated reserves the right to replace 
any of the speakers with other speakers of equal 
stature in the unlikely event that any of them are 
unable to attend. Tickets must be booked in 
advance. Please let us know when booking of any 
special access requirements. Tickets are 
non-refundable. Driving to the lecture is not 
advised. Nearest London Underground station is 
South Kensington. Cash bar. 

* To subscribe see page 32. 


VISIT gardensillustrated.com/shop/events 
OR CALL UK 0871 230 7156 OVERSEAS +44 115 896 0368 


+Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more that 10p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. 
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PENTILLIECASTLE 


What's happening, where to go, what's in flower and what to buy this month 


Explore Pentillie Castle's 55 acres 
of woodland gardens and see if you 
can spot the recently discovered 
daffodil ‘Pentillie Duke’. 


Daffodil daze 


Enjoy the spring display of daffodils at Pentillie Castle 
in Cornwall. The 55 acres of woodland and walled 
garden, set above the River Tamar, are rich with 
spring flowers and, if you make a visit this year, you 
should keep your eyes peeled for the newly 
discovered Narcissus pseudonarcissus ‘Pentillie 
Duke’. Stumbled across by bulb experts Alan Street 
of Avon Bulbs and Matt Bishop on a visit to the 
gardens, ‘Pentillie Duke’ is a fully double form with 
star-shaped flowers. The new cultivar has been 


NEWS COMPILED BY SORREL EVERTON 


named after the garden's head gardener of 30 years, 
Chris Duke. Pentillie is currently building up stocks so 
it will be able to offer the daffodil for sale in future 
years. The garden is open to visitors on special days 
only so it’s worth making a note of forthcoming spring 
Open Days: Mothering Sunday, 15 March, 

12-4pm, and Easter Monday, 6 April, 12-4pm, for 

your chance to see Pentillie at its early season best. 
Pentillie Castle, Paynters Cross, St Mellion, Saltash, 
Cornwall PL12 6QD. 01579 350 044, pentillie.co.uk 
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REPEL DISEASE AND : BETTER RESILIENCE 
ENHANCE VIGOUR WITH NCREASED 
ENRICHED BIOCHAR BLENDS FROM 


WWW.CARBONGOLD.COM 


PATHS 


(TD) PLANT SUPPORTS 


‘Anne-Marie Laing’ 
Floribunda 


A range of beautiful hand crafted steel plant supports 
and obelisks designed to provide architectural structure 
within the garden whilst also complimenting and 
enhancing the plants features. 


Visit our website or telephone to 
request a brochure: 
annavensioans Ent suppor cows New Seasons’ Roses Plant.Centre Catalogue 


Email: info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk Tel: 01538 753128 Please quote GITI5 when placing an order 
Woodside Farm, Clamgoose Lane Kingsley Moor, or requesting a catalogue. 


eee www.classicroses.co.uk 01953 454707 
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Redy for summer 


Bidens are more usually seen in 
yellow but the new Hawaiian 

Flare series, from Mr Fothergills, 
flowers in combinations of red and 
orange. Plants have a semi-trailing 
habit and combine well with dark, 
coppery or lime-green-coloured 
foliage, making it good for 
container displays. Available as a 
collection of six plants, two each 
of ‘Orange Drop’, ‘Flare Red Drop’ 
and ‘Flare Orange Yellow Brush’, 
£8.95. Tel 0845 371 0518, 
mr-fothergills.co.uk 


dig in news 


Mount Stewart 
garden restoration 


The National Trust can boast a number of 
success stories when it comes to 
restoring kitchen gardens — Knighthayes 
in Devon being one of the finest examples. 
Now it has hopes of bringing the 
previously unseen walled garden 

at Mount Stewart in Northern Ireland back 
o life and the Trust has begun a campaign 
o raise funds. The two-acre site, built 
between 1780 and 1789 provided plants 
or the garden, and fruit and vegetables 

or the house, while the now dilapidated 
greenhouse is home to a White Syrian 
vine, considered to be the second oldest 


vine in the UK, after the Hampton 


Court Palace vine of 
restoration is estima 
and should be comp 


1769. The 


ed to cost £400,000 
eted by 2016. This 


is just one of the Trust's current kitchen 
garden restoration projects; others 
include projects at Gi 


bside, Quarry 


Bank Mill and Blicklin 
like to donate funds, 


g. If you would 
please go to 


nationaltrust.org.uk/walledgardens 
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dig in news 


Right plant 

In last month's 100 Plants 

Every Gardener Should 

Grow, chosen by Penelope 
Hobhouse (issue 218, page 39), 
we incorrectly numbered one 

of the images. The plant we 
pictured on page 46 as 

choice 52 was in fact an 

image of Hoheria sexstylosa 
‘Stardust’ and not Heptacodium 
miconioides, which looks like this. 
Apologies for any confusion. 


Painting Paradise exhibition 


The changing nature of gardens is explored in a new exhibition at 
The Queen's Gallery, Buckingham Palace. With some 150 drawings, 
paintings, books, manuscripts and decorative art drawn from The 
Royal Collection, Painting Paradise: The Art of the Garden spans 

the 16th to early 20th centuries and includes works by da Vinci, 
Rembrandt and Fabergé. 20 March — 11 October 2015, The Queen's 
Gallery, Buckingham Palace, London. royalcollection.org.uk. 

To link with the exhibition, BBC Radio 3 is broadcasting a concert 
of flower- and garden-inspired music. BBC R3, 5 April at 2pm. 
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Horticultural artist Turpin continues to explore his passion for 
gardens and the landscape in his latest exhibition. 1-21 March. 


Fosse Gallery, The Manor House, The Square, Stow-on-the-Wold, 


Gloucestershire GL54 1AF. Tel 01451 831319, fossegallery.com 


Displays of 33 cultivars — many of them the earliest introduced 
to Britain in 1823. Heritage camellias for sale. 28 February — 

29 March, 10am-4pm (closed Mondays). Free entry (donations 
welcomed). Chiswick House, London W4 2RP. chgt.org.uk 


Hellebore and hamamelis displays at designer Arabella Lennox- 
Boyd's private garden. 8 March 1lam-3pm, £8.50. Gresgarth 
Hall, Caton, Lancaster LA2 ONB. Tel 01524 771838, 
arabellalennoxboyd.com/gresgarth/public.html 


Day courses covering Part One ‘Understanding the basics’ 

14 March, and Part Two ‘Understanding the care of plants; 

15 March, 9am-5pm, £119 each. West Dean, Nr Chichester, West 
Sussex PO18 OQZ. Tel 01243 818301, www.westdean.org.uk 


18th-century walled and woodland gardens, and parkland 
filled with spring highlights of daffodils, camellias, hellebores, 
primroses and violets. 15 March, 1lam-4pm. Flower Day 

entry prices £5. (Entry to the house £4, 12-3.30pm). Hartland, 
Bideford, Devon EX39 6DT. Tel 01237 441496/441234, 
hartlandabbey.com 


Talk by Common Farm Flowers owner and founder Georgie 
Newbery on growing and arranging your own cut flowers. 

17 March, 6.30-8pm, £15. Garden Museum, Lambeth Palace Rd, 
London SE1 7LB. Tel 020 7401 8865, gardenmuseum.org.uk 


Information and inspiration with expert advice on all aspects of 

grow your own. Incorporates The Good Life Show. 20-22 March, 
£20 (book in advance for discounts). Alexandra Palace, London 

N22 7AY. Tel 0871 230 3451, theediblegardenshow.co.uk 


JENNY LILLY / GAP PHOTOS; ROYAL COLLECTION TRUST © HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II 2015 


Cutting edge > 
composting with 


| Reoluce the amount of waste sent to landfill ty 
| recycling it into rich organic compost im pust 30-90 ofays 


HOTBIN’ 


s we all become more 
Av ersicnmenity aware and face 
growing pressures to save energy 

and reduce the amount of waste we send 
to landfill, there is an increasing need for 
more effective home recycling options. 

Any keen gardener will know that 
composting provides an effective way of 
recycling waste into compost for use in 
maintaining a healthy, thriving garden. 

HOTBIN was created by a keen 
composter who, plagued by overflowing, 
untidy compost heaps and bins, wanted 
to recycle more at home and tidy up 
the garden. The HOTBIN is an aerobic 
compost bin that not only diverts more 
waste from landfill but processes it 
into compost in just 30-90 days. 

Wheelie bin sized, HOTBIN is a sealed 
unit with a 200 litre capacity, HOTBIN 
reaches temperatures of 40-60°c without 


: SF, for Gardens 


a 


|, Mlustrated reader 


with code GI-HB10 


the need for an additional heat source. The ee = Valid until the 3ist March 2015, 
unique insulating expanded polypropylene 
walls retain heat generated naturally 
by bacteria which provides the best 
on aes a to SS £165 for the 
reak down food waste, bones and even ; 

pet waste when running at 40-60°c. basic model 

No tumbling or turning is required; a 


continuous composter, waste is added into £185 for the 

the top of the bin and compost removed 

via the hatch at the bottom. HOTBIN is extra model 
32 times faster than a traditional heap UK mainland delivery is included 


and includes a bio-filter to control odours, 
reducing the attraction of flies and vermin 
commonly associated with some other 
composting methods. 


BUY ONLINE: www. hotbincomposting.com 


(please check our website for 
some exclusions) 
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Fall in love with hand-crafted furniture 
New designs released daily 


ARMCHAIR 
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£807 IN HIGH-END RETAILERS 
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SAVE £25 


With voucher code gardensillustrated4 
Visit swooneditions.com/gardensillustrated4 or call O20 3137 2464 


Save £250 2 £290'minimum s spe nd. Do orl clude deliv ery and c. t be used alongside any othe 
offe r promotior nds at midnight o n 200815. 


dig in shopping 


for seed sowing 
COMPILED BY NIKI GOSS 


Generic storage Bi : é 
boxes, £12.99, ol aie i . te 
01344 578000, mesh, £22.99, 


578000, crocus.co.uk 


crocus.co.uk 


Seed sowing trowel, £4.99, 01753 
547790, darlac.com for stockists 


Beginning a new historical romance 
“Dark Conspiracy” by Jane Lane 


“ROBIN HOOD” STAR: by David Clayton 


RICHARD TODD, TRE 


Jonnsons 


3 in1 paper potter, £18.95, 0845 402 
5300, harrodhorticultural.com 


Designer garden seed collections, 
12 packets per collection, £12, 
hannahmevicar.bigcartel.com 


Coir Jiffy, 45 pellets in 
reusable tray, £7.50, 


Foxglove Grip ladies gardening gloves, 
moss green, £19.95, 01462 421836, 
gardendivas.co.uk 


Quarter gardener pocket apron, 
blue denim, £35, 020 7494 3662, 
urbanaprons.co.uk 


Vi Paper twist ties, 
bundle of approx 500, 
£4.50, 0845 092 0283, 


Creamore Mill sarahraven.com 


multi-seed tray dibber, 
oak, £18.99, stuffedbox.co.uk 


JOHN BULL MAGAZINE COVER, 1952, IMAGE COURTESY OF THE ADVERTISING ARCHIVES. 


¢ Turn over for more products 


19 


dig in shopping 


Get fitted out 


for seed sowing 


Cell tray tamper, 
£4.95, 0114 233 8262, 
burgonandball.com 


Small cream potting table, 
£130, 0345 605 2505, 
worm.co.uk 


Vintage French seed packet wallpaper, 
£43 per strip (W 61cm x H 240cm), 
0345 259 1359, notonthehighstreet.com 


Haws 1-litre copper indoor 
watering can, £49.99, 0121 420 
2494, gardengiftsdirect.co.uk 


Aluminium plant labels, 
£8.20 for 10, 0800 096 i 
0938, manufactum.co.uk Aluminium lunchboxes, 
£20 (small), £27 (large), 
01865 241705, 

objectsofuse.com 


Spika weeder, £20, 0845 330 
3148, implementations.co.uk 


Tall wooden cold 


frame on legs, 
£139.99, Im high 
0118 903 5210, primrose.co.uk 


Galvanised steel cultivation tray, £73, 
70 individual cells, O800 096 0938, 
manufactum.co.uk < 


Cell tray trowels, 
£8.95, 0114 233 8262, 
burgonandball.com 
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Hepatica x media ‘Ballardil’ 

One of the best-known crosses between H. nobilis 

and H. transsilvanica, this superb hybrid grows 

easily on our sandy soil. Superficially it resembles 

H. transsilvanica, but the growth is much denser with 

masses of big, clear-blue flowers that have dark-violet 
and white anthers. It can withstand drought 


eason Late winter — spri 


Hans Kramer co-owns 
Kwekerij De Hessenhof 
in the Netherlands. 
hessenhof.nl 


Prunus incisa'Kojo-no-mai’ 
This Fuji cherry is a fantastic little shrub 
for a winter garden. Its dense zig-zag, 
forking branches give way to many tiny 
buds. In a mild winter, the first flowers 
will open in February, but more often it is 
March. Hepaticas work well beneath it, as 
do other little treasures, such as Cyclamen 
coum and Eranthis. I prefer it grafted as a 
small tree, which I once saw at an RHS 
show in early spring. This way it only 
takes up little space, yet gives plenty of 
interest at winter’s end. AGM”. 


Height 2m. 

Origin Japan. 

Conditions Any soil that is not too poor. 
Sun to dappled shade. 

Hardiness ratings RHS H7, USDA 6a-9b 
(heavy frost can damage the flowers). 
Season Early spring. 


tm March plants 


Hans chooses his favourites from the pretty flowers and delicate 
blossoms that help to brighten March's longer, sunnier days 


‘ vat WORDS HANS KRAMER PHOTOGRAPHS MAAYKE DE RIDDER 


Viola ‘Coeur d’Alsace’ 

Recently, there has been a lot of renewed 
interest in some of the older cultivars of 
sweet violet, which is wonderful. We have 
collected around 30 but many are similar 
to each other or not true to name. This 
one ‘Coeur d’Alsace’ was registered by 
French nurseryman Armand Millet 
almost 100 years ago and stands out for its 
clear-pink colour. On warm days, the 
scent is heavenly. The flower stems are a 
tad too short to cut them for a vase but in 
the garden it grows in places where 
nothing else will — at the south side of 

an old beech hedge, for example. 


Height 15cm. 

Origin Europe. 

Conditions Almost any position, any soil. 
Hardiness ratings RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 
Season Early spring. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Olsynium douglasii Album’ 
Although this white rush lily is officially 
classified under Olsynium, many will still 
know it as Sisyrinchium douglasii var. 
album. It is certainly one of the finest 
species with almost linear leaves. 
Following mild winters it will start 
producing big, white, nodding flowers 

in March. From a distance you might 
mistake it for a large-flowered Leucojum, 
but it’s much shorter in stature. In spring, 
it needs a fairly damp soil, but won’t mind 
if this dries out later in the season as it 
dies down completely in summer. 


Height 20cm. 

Origin Western North America. 
Conditions Damp soil in spring, drier in 
summer, full sun to part shade. 
Hardiness ratings RHS H6. 

Season Spring. 
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Hacquetia epipactis 

It always astonishes me that so few people 
know about Hacquetia even though it is 
widespread in the mountains of Central 
Europe. At the centre of each of its 
distinctive large involucres (whorl of 
bracts) is a circular cluster of tiny flowers 
that, with a little imagination, you could 
say look like a low, yellow Astrantia. This is 
no surprise, as both belong to the same 
family of Apiaceae. It makes a nice ground 
cover, and in early spring suddenly changes 
colour from lime green to bright yellow. 
Plant some yellow hellebores between the 
tapestry for a super show. AGM. 


Height 15cm. 

Origin Central Europe. 

Conditions Shade, fertile soil alkaline. 
Hardiness ratings RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 
Season Spring. 


lsopyrum thalictroides 

The glorious morning in Romania when, 
looking for hellebores, I stumbled across 
acres of isopyrum is one that will forever 
stay in my memory. In early spring 
slender stems emerge from small tubers 
and push their way above the ground — 
nicely set with delicate, thalictrum-like 
leaves. Soon anemone-like flowers open; 
pure white with yellow anthers. I know 
this does not sound spectacular but you 
will value this quiet plant more and more 
over the years. It dies down in the 
summer, giving you the opportunity to 
plant something else to take its place. 


Height 20cm. 

Origin Eastern Europe. 

Conditions Shade, humus-rich soil. 
Hardiness ratings RHS H7. 
Season Early spring. 


Places 
to visit 
Recommended places 
to see seasonal plants 
at their best, both here 


inthe UK and in 
mainland Europe. 
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Named after a well-known 
Dutch conservationist and 
botanist, the Jac P 
Thijssepark in Amstelveen, 
near Amsterdam, is an 
absolute must-visit. It was 
completed shortly after the 
Second World War in low 
moorland with bogs. It is 
known as a heempark or 
home park, as itis planted 
with only native species. | 
like it best in early spring 
when the trees are still 


MAAYKE DE RIDDER 


Corydalis solida ‘Fire Bird’ 
The common Dutch name for this plant 
translates as ‘bird on a branchlet’ and if 
you look closely you can imagine there is 
a tiny bird in the flower sitting on a small 
twig, ready to fly away. This cultivar, 
which we know as “Vuurvogel; is one of 
the most colourful available. It is very 
robust with masses of rich, orange-red 
flowers. I planted a few under some trees 
20 years ago and now hundreds flower 
every year. It may be a plant you see for 
only six weeks a year but it’s one you will 
always be eager to see again. 


Height 25cm. 

Origin Europe. 

Conditions Part shade or sun, 
humus-rich soil. 

Hardiness ratings RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 
Season Early spring. 


sleeping but underplanting 
is starting to come alive. In 
March you can see vast 
patches of Chrysosplenium 
and Corydalis solida. Itis a 
very sensibly laid out park 
and a pleasure to explore. 
Jac P Thijssepark, Prince 
Bernhard Avenue, 
Amstelveen, nr Amsterdam, 
the Netherlands. Tel +31 
(0)2054 04911, thijssepark.nl 
Back in the UK, March is 
the month to marvel at the 


Cardamine quinquefolia 

In late winter and early spring the sharply 
toothed leaves of this little woodlander are 
a welcome sight and it’s not long before 
clear, purple-pink flowers appear. They 
have four large petals and if you're able to 
acquire a good clone, as I once did from 
the now closed Washfield Nursery in 
Kent, you'll have masses of flowers. With 
its scaly rhizomes, it can spread into a 
large colony in a few years. I grow it 
beneath early flowering Fothergilla, which 
makes a super combination, and plant 
Geranium wallichianum above it to 
continue the show once it dies down. 


Height 20cm. 

Origin Eastern Europe, Caucasus. 
Conditions Shade, fertile, humus-rich soil. 
Hardiness ratings RHS H7. 

Season Early spring. 


Fachyphragma 
macrophyllum 

I’ve never come across a plant that is so 
useful. It tolerates the driest shadiest spot, 
and its pure-white flowers seem to emerge 
straight from the ground after being 
hidden between the thick rosettes of 
leaves in winter. The flower stalk rises to 
around a foot in height and, following 
pollination, the flowers slowly turn into 
light-brown seedheads. When they’re ripe 
you can hear the seeds rattle in their pods. 
Meanwhile, the round leaves get bigger 
and make it difficult for weeds to emerge. 


Height 40cm. 

Origin Caucasus. 

Conditions Semi-shade to shade, 
every soil. 

Hardiness ratings RHS H7. 
Season Spring. 


beautiful blooms of 
magnolias at Caerhays 
Estate in Cornwall. There are 
more than 50 species and 
over 450 named hybrids on 
display. There is also an RHS 
Recommended Lecture 

on magnolias by Charles 
Williams at Caerhays on 

13 March, which includes a 
‘behind the bushes’ tour 

of the whole garden. 
Caerhays Estate, Gorran, 

St Austell, Cornwall 


PL26 6LY. Tel 01872 501310, 
caerhays.co.uk 

Take the chance to visit 
John Massey's garden at 
Ashwood Nurseries, which 
opens on 21 March, where 
you'll enjoy a vibrant spring 
show of daffodils, anemones 
and hepaticas. John is also 
giving a lecture on hepaticas 
on 25 March, which will 
include a guided tour of the 
garden. Ashwood Nurseries, 
Ashwood Lower Lane, 


PHOTOSHOT HOLDINGS LTD / ALAMY 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Narcissus ‘Mite’ 

I know some will find this a controversial 
opinion, but for me daffodils are more 
rewarding to grow than many of the more 
fashionable — and expensive — snowdrops. 
They offer far greater variety and this 
miniature daffodil is a real star. It’s a 
hybrid of Narcissus cyclamineus but grows 
much better than the species itself, and 
likes our acid soil. It has an all-yellow 
flower with reflexed petals surrounding 
along, narrow trumpet, and is a real 
charmer. Plant a potful near the house 

so that you can look at these intriguing 
flowers in close-up. AGM. 


Height 15cm. 

Origin Southern Europe. 
Conditions Sun or semi-shade, acid. 
Hardiness ratings RHS H6. 

Season Early spring. 


Kingswinford, West Midlands 
DY6 OAE. Tel 01384 401996, 
ashwoodnurseries.com 
Felley Priory in 
Nottinghamshire, is a 
wonder to behold this 
month with its large 
collection of daffodils, 
including some extremely 
rare varieties, as well as 
magnolias. Felley Priory, 
Underwood, Nottinghamshire 
NG16 5FJ. Tel 01773 810230, 
felleypriory.co.uk 
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e Flutter Butter” 
Feeder Jar simply 
twists in - no messy hands. 
Includes hanging chain hy 


+ wall bracket. 


peanut butter 


ANI ht LT zZ i 


ML mun ouone tl 


5 y | 
No-salt 66 , 
peanut butter = What’s great on your toast is bad for 
. rd . . . e 
afin ODES saan garden visitors — ordinary peanut | 


awi en pirds 


EN tafe ae butter has way too much salt. ~ Mi 
oa 7 7 _ ~ al - x i; 


The brilliant new answer for Ss 


_— ————<—— birds is Flutter Butter” that’s rich 


Exclusive and nutritious with no added salt. 


Starter Pack Give your birds goed ga) dine 
protein boost this winter. 


* Another quality product from 

just £9.95 & Living \/ 
saving £2.49 Ea Birds I Ode 
It’s so easy to order: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 
¢ livingwithbirds.com/nutty _ Address 


e 0800 072 0130 Postcode Telephone 


@ Send this order form to FREEPOST RT] L-YTRA-YZTK, ; Will only be used in case of delivery difficulties. 
Jacobi Jayne & Co, Herne Bay CT6 7LQ E-mail 


by phone PAYMENT METHOD 


1) | enclose a cheque/PO for £ | made payable to Jacobi Jayne & Company. 
2] Please debit my card (Visa/Visa Debit/Mastercard/Maestro) by the above amount. 


Flutter Butter™ 330g jar £2.49 | 
Flutter Butter™ Feeder £9.95 | Card Number Base ESee Sel eae 
fem s9.95| | Expires [7] tssuenol_ [| cvcodel_[ | ]iscfets™ S|HIOIP'S 


; SAFE HOME 
Grand total | PROTECTION 


* plus P&P (aa Tick this box if you don't want to receive mailings from anyone other than us. SCHEME 


Price Total 


Jojo is looking forward to a summer of Indian dishes and filling her east London plot 
with Asian delights of chillies, peppers, okra and giant-leaved bottle gourds 


gardener cook 


— ed 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH ILLUSTRATIONS SARAH YOUNG 


few years ago a friend brought me several packets of 


vegetable seeds back from India. There were pusa navbahar 

(cluster beans), two types of brinjal (aubergine), dudhi 
(bottle gourds), palak (spinach), pusa sawani (okra), chilli and 
white radish — enough for an entire allotment’s worth of Indian 


vegetables. The seeds were beautifully packaged; the plant names 


spelled out in black, in old-fashioned typefaces and illustrated 


with drawings of vegetables. Too beautiful to use, they sit in the 


letter rack on my desk, now long out of date. Though no seeds 


germinated, the idea of an Indian allotment stayed with me. 


This year I plan to do it. First came the thought of a windowsill 


packed with bright red, orange, yellow and purple chilli peppers. 
Then came the accidental discovery of fresh turmeric in my local 


market. If you've only ever used dried turmeric the fresh root is a 


revelation. This small, buff-coloured rhizome looks like a large grub, 


peel away the thin skin and a deep orange colour is revealed. Grate 


the fibrous root and pour over a little boiling water and you have a 


bowl full of very fragrant deep-orange liquid with an oily sheen. 


The taste is earthy with a citrus tang. You can use it in Indian cooking 


in place of dried turmeric or drink it as a tea (but not if you are 


pregnant or have diabetes). Think of how much stronger and fresher 
tasting fresh ginger is than dried and you'll get an idea of how to use 


WHAT TO SOW NOW 


+ Pot gardeners should consider 
lighting up their front step or balcony 


with a firework display of chilli peppers. 


Try the bushy ‘Sparkler; which is 
covered in elongated, pointed vivid red 
peppers — £2 from Sea Spring Seeds 
(seaspringseeds.co.uk) — or the 


equally attractive ‘Spike’ with long, thin, 


red fruits. The Real Seed Catalogue 
(realseeds.co.uk) has the remarkable 
‘Pyramid chilli (£1.99 for 20 seeds) 
with a stubby triangular shape. It starts 
out purple and ripens into an array of 
pinks, oranges and reds, like multi- 
coloured fairy lights. Or try ‘Lemon 
Drop’ a super-hot cultivar with tapered 


it. But watch out, it stains fingers and surfaces yellow; it dyed my 
pumpkin soup egg yolk-orange and makes a very finely coloured 
kedgeree (smoked haddock, egg, spices and rice). 

Flavour aside, the rhizome is believed to have some powerful 
health benefits with anti-bacterial, anti-fungal and anti- 
inflammatory properties. In India, turmeric has long been used in 
Ayurvedic medicine and now a growing body of research in the West 
supports its efficacy. Turmeric is not hard to grow and if you do so 
you can also use the leaves to flavour curries and stews. Take a fresh 
rhizome and pop it under 5cm of potting compost and you should 
see growth fairly quickly. Keep moist and feed every two weeks. 

Meera Sodha’s book of Indian home cooking, Made in India 
(Fig Tree, £20), was one of last year’s most delicious new cook 
books. I asked Meera for her favourite Indian vegetables and she 
suggested cassava, mooli (long white radish), bottle gourds and 
okra. Both okra and bottle gourds will grow well under cover 
although cassava might prove tricky. A few days later I received a 
shiny brown seed in the post. It was a tea seed Meera had brought 
back with her from a plantation in the Kodagu district of southern 
India. I plan to grow it on the allotment and pick the aromatic 
leaves tender and young for a fresh infusion (or perhaps an infused 
flavouring for a simple milk ice). 


pale-yellow fruits and a strong citrus 
flavour. Chillies need heat to get started 
so start in an airing cupboard if you 
don't have a heated propagator. 

+ After a few successive summers, 

of green tomatoes | am switching to 
two cultivars (from the Real Seed 
Catalogue) that ripen early: ‘Latah’ 


and ‘Stupice’ Both have a high 
tolerance for short summers and are 
perfect for greenhouse-less gardeners. 
Out on the plot it’s time to plant chitted 
potatoes in trenches, lined with well- 
rotted compost or comfrey, and sow a 
line or two of radishes, rocket, onions, 
mustard greens and corn salad. 
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gardener cook 


ae 


There is something peculiarly satisfying about pulling and then 
eating weeds. It’s the ultimate in synchronicity for the gardener cook. 
Not only do wild greens provide an iron-rich ingredient at a time 
when few greens are available but harvesting the first nettles and 
dandelions means you have your eyes to the ground. Knowing when 
the earth has begun to warm up again is vitally important for 
successful planting. I am a fairly conservative forager, sticking to 
common plants I can be sure of identifying. 
Nettles and dandelions are two of my 
favourites. I like to blanch my dandelions 
(excluding the light to make the leaves less 
green and bitter) by letting them grow under a 
flowerpot for a week; then I eat them boiled 
and dressed with lemon juice and olive oil. 
Take 450g of dandelion greens and plunge 
them into a big pot of salted water for about 
five minutes, drain and spread them on to a tea 
towel to dry, then squeeze them gently to get 
rid of some, but not all, of the water (leaving a little helps dilute the 
lemon juice). In a bowl, dress the greens with the juice of one lemon 
and about two tablespoons of olive oil. If you fancy a change, try 
sautéing blanched dandelions with olive oil, chilli pepper and garlic. 
I have a large expanse of nettles behind my shed. I pick only the 
very tender tops (with gloves on) and blanch these in salted water, 


RECIPES 


There is something 
peculiarly satisfying 
about pulling and 
then eating weeds. It’s 
the ultimate in 
synchronicity for the 
gardener cook 


then press them dry between two tea towels. I use nettles as 

a spinach substitute with feta and pine nuts on a tomato-less pizza, 
in bérek (filo triangles) or added to a simple lemon risotto with 
some creme fraiche and parmesan. 


If you have overwintered mustard leaves on your plot, pick a 
bunch of bitter leaves and cook them with green lentils for a 
restorative lunch for four. For this you need to take one bunch — 
around 500g should be enough — of leaves then, 
once you've removed the stems, wash them and 
wilt them in the water that still clings to their 
leaves, drain and chop coarsely. Meanwhile peel 
and finely chop an onion, a celery stalk, a small 
fennel bulb and a carrot. Then heat four 
tablespoons of olive oil and in this fry the 
vegetables with two garlic cloves, peeled and 
smashed. Cover the pan and then sweat over a 
medium heat until the vegetables are soft, then 
stir in one heaped teaspoonful each of finely 
chopped fresh oregano and rosemary. Add 450g of small green 
lentils and a litre of water, bring to the boil and simmer until the 
lentils are soft, then season. Briefly sauté the wilted greens in olive 
oil and add to the lentils. Add the juice of half a lemon and offer 
lemon wedges on the side. Serve with sourdough toast, rubbed 
with olive oil and garlic. 


Dal with sorrel 

Split mung beans cook quickly and 
evenly to a smooth purée to which 
you can add various herbs and green 
vegetables. This recipe produces 

a lemony flavoured dish but you can 
vary it by adding chard, amsoi greens 
(see right), spinach or nettles: 

200g mung beans, 750ml water, 
Yatsp turmeric, 1/2-l1tsp salt to taste, 
pinch of asafoetida, Yztsp whole 
cumin seeds, 2 whole dried red 
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chillies, 1 shallot, peeled and finely 
chopped, small bunch of sorrel, 
de-stemmed. Put the mung beans ina 
saucepan and cover with water. Bring 
to the boil and skim froth. Add the 
turmeric and cook for 45 minutes. Add 
the salt and stir in the chopped sorrel. 
Cook until tender. Heat the oil in a pan, 
and when hot add the spices in the 
order above. After a few seconds add 
the shallot and cook until it colours, 
pour into the cooked dal and serve. 


Amsoi greens fried in spiced oil 
Chiltern Seeds (chilternseeds.co.uk) 
sells seeds of amsoi green or Indian 
mustard greens. It’s what the 
catalogue describes as a ‘delicious, 
tender green’ with a peppery heat; 
add it to dals or use it to make this 
dish of wilted greens: 500g amsoi 
greens, 1tbsp mustard oil, tsp 
whole black mustard seeds, 1 dried 
chilli, 1 clove garlic, peeled and 
smashed, salt to season. 


De-stem the greens and rinse well. 
Heat the mustard oil and when it’s hot 
add the black mustard seeds. Once the 
seeds start popping add the dried chilli 
and fry until it darkens. Add the garlic to 
the oil and, almost instantly afterwards, 
add the leaves. Using tongs, turn the 
leaves quickly in the pan until they wilt 
and cook until the water evaporates, 
then season with salt. Serve the fried 
greens with shop-bought samosas for 
a quick and easy Indian lunch. 


Gifts & Gardens 


www.giftsandgardens.com 


Annual labelling is a thing of the Bamboo Cloches 
past with Alitags. Simply write on g Meakin 8° ¥ 
Alitags aluminium labels with : oe) 
Alitags or HB pencil. The pencil 
will react with our specially made 
aluminium tags and become 
permanent. Alitags labels can 
also be punched with Alitags 
character punches & jig. 


Copper, Teak, Bamboo and 


‘ Made of bamboo woven into an open 
Oak labels are also available. Q 


dome and available in 5 sizes plus a 
tunnel cloche. These attractive cloches 


W ERE LOUNGING 


protect plants & seeding from damage BA gy THE POOL. 
by animals, footballs, light frost and i GEWARE Ne 
wind-chill. Fleece & newspaper can be OF THECAT: By i 


used to cover the plants inside the 
cloches during periods of heavy frost. 
The micro climate inside the cloches 
promotes growth and allows rain 
through to the plants. 


32 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertsfordshire SG10 6ER 
United Kingdom. Tel 01279 842685 


The Bronze Collection 


www.thebronzecollection.com 


ee Ls 
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Wooden Hanging Baskets 


gd . 
Mice 10 cms 


the tealperrr staal CANDLE LANTERNS. These attractive candle lanterns are handmade. They 
Soke teiates are made of iron with rust resistant paint. All have a window which can be 
opened at the back to place a night light candle on a tray within. Cat, Owl, 


Dog, Lizard, Gecko, Cockerel, Crocodile, Fish, Rabbit, Deer, Dragon, etc. 


eee 


a 


Stone Pots, Stone 


33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, 
Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 


33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 8426858 
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Whether it be for 
edging to lawns 
paths, trees or 


flower beds the versatility 
of EverEdge products 


EverEdge offer a wide range 

of galvanised steel flexible 
edging products to make 
gardeners’ lives easier and their 
gardens more attractive. 

It’s the permanent way to 
maintain neat edges for lawns, 
paths, flower and vegetable beds. 


4 Made in 
Britain 


y Follow us on Twitter @EverEdge 


CLASSIC 


EverEdge Classic is the 1 metre long original, 
perfect for most simple edging requirements. 


Install it and your edges are maintenance-free. 


Just mow over for a perfect edge. 


PROEDGE 


sO 


For larger projects, choose EverEdge ProEdge. 
It’s 2.5 metres long and has deeper and wider 
spikes for extra stability. 


Please write, telephone, or visit our website : 


for more information 


TIONAL OUTDOOR F URNITURES 


< 


cu) Tel: 01264 730 801 


EASYBED 


If you need raised beds, 
versatile EverEdge EasyBed 
lets you design them just how you want 
them. The patented hinge system makes it 
quick and easy to create virtually any size and 
shape you require. 


GARDEN RINGS 

To achieve neat and 

clean circles around EveERE ® 
trees and shrubs, use DGE 
an EverEdge Garden Ring, 

which is simply assembled with two coach THE EDGING COMPANY 


bolts at each joint. 


EverEdge, PO Box 9, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 8HA Tel: 01453 731717 
Ordering online is available at www.everedge.co.uk 


gardening talent 


Janet Hague 


From human rights campaigner to freelance gardener, Janet now keeps a range of 
gardens in shape, as well as working with designers to help implement their designs 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest garden memory Looking at dew cupped in sedum leaves 
when | was four and thinking how magical it was. 

First plant love Lily of the valley that spread like a carpet under Mum's 
apple tree. It is so simple, clean and beautiful, and smells divine. 

Life before gardening | was head of campaigns for Amnesty 
International, which was challenging, rewarding and stressful. | needed 
achange of pace and atmosphere, and felt a real yearning to work 
outside; to be physical and creative. 

Who are your horticultural heroes? | think Nigel Dunnett is a real 
visionary. His naturalistic and ecological approach to planting is 
inspiring. The London Olympic Park was a sight to behold. 

Three most worthwhile tips for every gardener Nematodes are 
very effective for dealing with vine weevils. Even small gardens have 
space for a tree. You can never have too many bulbs. 

What principles guide your attitude to gardening An organic 
approach is very important to me, looking at a garden as a microcosm 
where everything plays its part in moderation. 

Most valuable training The Capel Manor planting design diploma 


was intense and very hard work. | learned so much there, and it’s a 
beautiful place to study. 

Dream plant destination | would love to go to Japan, to see acers 
in the autumn, and to visit the Kokedera Moss Temple. 

Favourite planting style Cottage-garden planting — full, exuberant, 
never a dull moment and slightly random looking. 

Challenges facing gardeners today Since | began gardening six 
years ago we've had prolonged and severe frost, thick snow, drought 
and flood. It's playing havoc with growing cycles, pests and diseases 
and garden (and wider) ecology. 

Favourite gardening blogs — or books? | really enjoy reading the 
blog ‘Out of my Shed’ by Naomi Schillinger. It follows the community 
vegetable growing project she set up in north London, as well as 
revelling in new plant finds and garden visits. 

Most embarrassing moment while gardening | was once caught 
having a pee on the compost heap by a client, who graciously told me 
that all the family do this when they are in the garden. 

Contact janethague.com 
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country house garden 
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For more than 40 years, Stewart Grimshaw and his late partner, Simon Sainsbury, 


breathed life into the neglected gardens of Woolbeding in West Sussex. Now their 
glorious creation has passed into the safe hands of the National Trust 


WORDS JOHN HOYLAND PHOTOGRAPHS CLAIRE TAKACS 


In brief. 

Name Woolbeding-- 

What Large 20th- -century paracn divided into 
rooms ahd a woodland dell and water garden: 
Points of interest Herbaceous borders, potager, 
garden rooms, temples, contemporary m5) Hebi 
Where West Sussex. 

Size 26 acres. 

Soil Free-draining sandy loam. 

Climate Temperature ranges from 30°C i inthe 
summer to -10°C during the winter. High walls 
and hedges provide shelter from cold winds. 
Hardiness rating USDA 8. 


s we step out of his house to visit the 
garden, Stewart Grimshaw realises that he 
doesn’t have his secateurs and needs to return 
to collect them. I realise immediately that I 
am with a garden maker, not merely a garden 
owner. We are at Woolbeding, the garden that 
Stewart and his partner, the late Simon 
Sainsbury, created over 40 years, which is now 
one of the brightest jewels in the National 
Trust’s treasury of 20th-century gardens. 

The couple acquired the lease for the 
house in 1972. “The house and overgrown 
garden was intriguing and magical. It was 
our dream house,” says Stewart. Youthful 
enthusiasm ignored the challenge of the 
damp and decaying house and the 26 acres of 
wilderness. They saw in the place a gem that 
they would spend the next 40 years polishing. 
Simon died in 2006, leaving Stewart to 
continue developing the gardens and to 
finalise their handover to the National Trust. 

The first part of the garden the couple 
tackled, with the help of designer Lanning 
Roper, was a long, double, herbaceous border. 
Originally this was planted with white 
summer flowers and silver foliage, but Stewart 
gradually extended the season with bulbs and 
annuals and added blue agapanthus, salvias 
and geraniums. The process of refining and 
reassessing the border continues. Last year the 
dark-purple flowers of Salvia ‘Amistad’ were 
threaded through the border but were found 
to be too dark. “They’re too sombre for this 
border,’ says Stewart. “A beautiful plant, but 
not quite right for here.” His meticulous and 
detailed plantsmanship pervades the garden. 

An old, walled garden adjacent to the 
double border was divided into rooms, each 
with a different atmosphere. A formal herb 
garden, which has the recent addition of a 
lattice of espaliered apple trees as a 
background, leads through to a swimming [> 


36 


The vegetable garden’s brick paths are 
lined with columns of Ballerina apple trees 
that were planted 25 years ago. Regular 
pruning ensures a good fruit crop. 


Water ripples across the reflective 
“surface of a sculpture by William Pye 
The artwork’marks the spot-where anv, 
enormous cedar of Lebanon’once stood. 


hy enn, 


2) 


bf: 
The fountain garden is’planted as. 
colour wheél; with flowers and foliage” 
blending through the spectrum from’. 
pinks and reds through to indigo; % 


country house garden 


> pool and orangerie, designed by architect 
Philip Jebb. A potager, flanked by tall 
columns of Ballerina apple trees and obelisks 
of sweet peas and runner beans, encloses 
jovial plantings of coloured salads over which 
presides a topiary bird. The path from here 
leads on to a series of rooms. A relaxing gold 
and green colour scheme with Cornus 
controversa ‘Variegata, underplanted with 
astrantia, hostas and mathiasella, leads on to 
another room where the exuberant planting 
follows the colour wheel and annuals, such as 
Nicotiana mutabilis, are allowed to gently self- 
seed among the alliums, roses and perennials. 

A short walk from the main garden is a 
woodland dell and water garden begun in 
the late 1990s with the help of designers 
Isabel and Julian Bannerman. The garden 
continues to grow. One of the most recent 
developments, tucked away to one side, 
evokes the terraced Provencal landscape 
where Simon and Stewart spent holidays. 
Away from the house the garden melts into a 
relaxed informality. Enormous oriental plane 
trees have layered themselves, serpent-like, in 
the rough grass where Campanula latifolia has 
been encouraged to colonise. For years, 
Stewart and Simon collected their seeds and 
scattered them each year by hand. 

Stewart’s knowledge of plants, and 
his discriminating eye in combining them, 
is impressive. Where, I wonder, does that 
come from? “As a young man I was a scientist, 
a botanist,” he says. “I spent a lot of time 
looking at plants through the lens of 
a microscope — not that much use in 
gardening.” Of much more use is a lifetime 
of visiting gardens, looking at paintings and 
sculpture (Simon was one of the country’s 
most important art collectors) and books, 
“books and reading”. Stewart’s garden library 
encompasses old treatises by long-forgotten [> 
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A gravel pathway, flanked by yew cofies = 
and. enclosed)by yew hedges, provides 
a calming link between the éxuberarice 
of the garden rooms. ais j 


fy 
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Two colossal oriental plane trees have layered 
themselves into the moist earth and now 
resemble fossilised serpents. In summer they 
are surrounded by Campanula latifolia. 


country house garden 


High brick walls; clothed in roses and 
wisteéria,.line the herbaceous borders. In 
spring, tulips such as ‘White Triumphator’ 

and ‘Spring Green’ mingle with forget-me-nots: 


Rough’grass around the walls of All Hallows 
"a Church in the grounds that’s mentioned 
«in the Domesday Book — is planted with 
-“Rareigsi, scilla, muscari and primroses. 


GARDEN PLAN 


1 Herb garden 

2 Orangerie and swimming pool 
3 Vegetable garden 

4 Greenhouse garden 


5 Well garden 10 House 


> authors, plant monographs and the latest 
offerings on planting styles. Many volumes 
are dog-eared with use and most have pieces 
of paper marking important passages or 
interesting photographs. 

Like many gardeners, I visit dozens of 
gardens each year and, very occasionally, a 
garden calls you back, singing out of 
something that is beyond its design, its setting 
and its structure; beyond its planting, its 
colour schemes and its horticulture. It is true 
that this garden has been shaped by 
important designers; that the connoisseurship 
of the owners permeates the garden; that its 
setting is one of the loveliest valleys in Sussex. 
All this goes to making Woolbeding the 
apotheosis of 20th-century gardening. But 
gardens also embrace the stories of their 
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6 Fountain garden 

7 Double herbaceous border 
8 Reflecting water sculpture 
9 All Hallows church 


11 Temple to tulip tree 
12 Provencal garden 
13 Riverside walk 


creators and these gardens are a testament 
to a remarkable partnership, whose vitality, 
grace and discernment pervades the garden: 
you see and feel it everywhere. And this is 
what sets Woolbeding apart. 


HANNAH McVICAR 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Woolbeding, Midhurst, 

West Sussex GU29 ORR. 

Tel 0844 249 1895, nationaltrust.org.uk/ 
woolbeding-gardens 

Open Thursdays and Fridays from 9 April until 
end September. Visits must be pre-booked. 
Discover more about the garden in: 

A Garden in Sussex photographs by Tessa 
Traeger, foreword by Stewart Grimshaw 
(Cuckoo Press for John Sandoe Ltd, 2008). 


of Stewart’s 
favourite plants 


1 Daphne x transatlantica Eternal 
Fragrance (= ‘Blafra’) 

Ahighly scented and floriferous daphne 
that forms a neat dome. Grows to 
90cm. RHS H4, USDA 8b-9bt. 


2 Mathiasella bupleuroides 

‘Green Dream’ 

Clusters of nodding, jade-green bells look 
cool and fresh until June. In autumn, foliage 
turns copper and bronze. 1m. RHS H4. 


3 Clematis alpina ‘Pamela Jackman’ 
Blooms early and is smothered in flowers 
up to 8cm wide. A vigorous and tough 
plant, it will survive the severest winters. 
2.5m. AGM*. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


4 Erythronium ‘Pagoda’ 

Easy to grow, with large, leathery leaves 
and delicate, lemon-yellow flowers. In cold 
weather the foliage has a bronze sheen. 
35cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


5 Magnolia denudata Yellow 

River (= ‘Fei Huang’) 

Buds have a yellow tinge, but flowers 
are a soft buttery-cream colour. Later- 
flowering than some magnolias so the 
blooms often escape being burned by 
frost. 6m. RHS H6, USDA 6a-9b. 


6 Tiarella ‘Spring Symphony’ 

In cool, shady situations it is semi- 
evergreen with purple-bronze foliage in 
the winter. 20cm. RHS H7, USDA 5b-9b. 


7 Fritillaria persica 

At Woolbeding the spires of smoky, plum- 
coloured bells need to be protected from 
strong winds. 75cm. RHS H5, USDA 7a-9b. 


8 Ipheion ‘Alberto Castillo’ 

Grey leaves appear at the end of 
December followed by sparkling-white, 
starry flowers in spring. Dies back in the 
summer. Quickly forms large colonies. 
15cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 7a-9b. 


9 Corydalis temulifolia ‘Chocolate Stars 
Astunning plant with rust-coloured leaves 
that have a serrated edge. The pale 
lavender-blue flowers appear in spring. 
40cm. RHS H4, USDA 8a-9b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the 
Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 


vr 


2 >, 


= TOYS OF SPRING 


In the first of his new series, Matthew Reese, head gardener at 
Malverleys in Hampshire, creates three striking container .displays 


WORDS MATTHEW REESE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW.MONTGOMERY 
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Bowled over 


I often bed out the pretty Gypsophila elegans ‘Kermesina in the garden but I tend to keep a few 
back in 9cm pots, rather than move them on into larger pots. Keeping the pot size restricted 


causes them to bolt and flower sooner. Also having lots of plants in smaller pots gives me greater 


freedom when I’m putting displays together. In the house, I sometimes arrange them in a line 


along a mantelpiece or windowsill or en masse in a larger pot. Here, I have put this bow] in an 


elevated position — quite high on an oak table, so the eye can appreciate its lovely shape and 
decoration. I also like the way the base disappears into the shadow cast by the bowl on the table. 


How to achieve the look 
Cultivation and care 
Unfortunately, this bowl has only one drainage 
hole, so we have to take extra measures to 
accommodate this shortfall. First, | placed two 
small crocks (pieces of broken pot) loosely 
over the hole, then over the crocks | mounded 
up a handful of sharp gravel to form a cone. 
This provides a larger surface area and much 
better drainage — alpine plant enthusiasts 
often employ this method to achieve good 
drainage. Be careful not to unsettle the gravel 
when filling the pot with compost. | position the 
tallest plants to the centre and work outwards, 
blending the wiry branching inflorescences 
from one neighbour on to the next, gradually 
building a swarm of tiny, rose-pink flowers. As 


I'm planting, | add discreet twigs to support the 
stems and add the bushiest plants last so they 
drape over the edge. 


Container 

We bought this bowl at an auction and | love 
it as much for its shape as its decoration. It is 
attributed to the Compton Pottery and around 
the side it has a Celtic love-knot band that 
hints of influence from Arts and Crafts 
designer Archibald Knox, who worked 
occasionally with the pottery founder, Mary 
Watts. Compton pots have become highly 
collectable and therefore can demand high 
prices but they do still come up in salerooms 
and at car boot sales for a reasonable price. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 


planting ideas 


Plants 

1 Gypsophila elegans ‘Kermesina’ 
An annual from the Caucasus. Will 
flower in early spring from 
overwintered plants. G. elegans 
‘Kermesina’ is the pink form and is 
shorter than the more commonly 
grown white-flowered version. In this 
pot | have used 16 plants. Grows to 
50cm high x 30cm wide. 


Suppliers 
¢ Beth Chatto Gardens 
Tel 01206 822007, bethchatto.co.uk 
* Chiltern Seeds 
Tel 01491 824675, 
chilternseeds.co.uk 
¢ Flobus 
flobus.nl 
¢ J Parkers 
Tel 0161 848 1100, jparkers.co.uk 
¢ Plants of Distinction 
Tel 01449 711005, 
plantsofdistinction.co.uk 
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All aflutter 


I remember the first time I saw the flowers of the Stylomecon heterophylla (wind poppy) 
unfurling from a typical poppy bud and being captivated by the unusual burnt-orange colour. 
The flowers are composed of thin, satin-textured petals, held well above brittle, blue-green 
foliage on slender stems. They are never still and always skittish. It only takes a whisper of wind 


and they'll come alive, hence the common name. Also, somewhat surprisingly for such a showy 


flower, it’s mildly scented — reminiscent of lily of the valley. The poppies are planted randomly 
through the tank and I have woven Asperula orientalis (blue woodruff) between them. 


How to achieve the look 
Cultivation and care 

| make sure | use the whole of the container 
and plant right to the lip, so the plants spill 
over and soften the edge. The tiny sky-blue 
flowers and fresh spring-green foliage of the 
blue woodruff are a good foil and contrast 
well against the larger poppy flowers. This 
attractive, little-used procumbent plant is 
well worth growing and is equally useful in 
the garden for weaving between perennials 
as it is in containers. 

Both of these plants shed their petals 
discreetly so no dead heading is necessary. 
They do, however, need support and | have 
provided this using a delicate skeleton of 
twigs — the tips of hazel or hornbeam are 
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good. Add them in soon after planting, and 
they will quickly disappear as they are 
consumed by the foliage. 


Container 

This lead water tank had been loitering behind 
the glasshouse since | arrived at Malverleys 
four years ago. We put it next to the entrance 
of the walled garden on a pair of York stone 
slabs. It makes the perfect host for plants; it 
looks good and is deep enough to hold a good 
amount of soil so watering is not a major 
concern. To encourage sharp drainage, | have 
filled the bottom third with broken pots, and 
then topped it up with John Innes No.2, 
lightened with peat at a ratio of 5:1. 


Plants 

1 Stylomecon heterophylla 

‘Copper Queen’ 

A selection of a Californian annual that 
can be easily grown from seed. 
Autumn-sown plants flower in spring; 
spring-sown in the summer. I've used 
five plants here. 50cm x 30cm. 

2 Asperula orientalis 

Spreading annual with vivid green 
foliage and tiny, blue flowers. Sow in 
autumn under glass for early plants. 
11 plants. 30cm x 30cm. 


planting ideas 
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Jolly good show 


At Malverleys, I like to embellish paved areas of the garden with seasonal pot displays — an idea 


inherited from working at Great Dixter. Plants are put into terracotta pots, preferably old and 


weathered, and positioned in groups next to doorways, on steps, near a table, or somewhere 


they can be enjoyed and easily maintained. To prevent the show from being too fussy, each pot 


is restricted to one species. This also enables you to add new plants and subtract older plants 


when they have gone over, without upsetting the arrangement too much. This display is in the 


White Garden beneath a wisteria, where I use a limited palette of grey, green and white hues 
along with different shapes and textures to make the show interesting. 


How to achieve the look 


Cultivation and care 
Only five plants are highlighted (above), but 
these are woven into a larger display. | make 
sure larger plants go towards the back, lifting 
them on bricks so they're not hidden, with 
small plants at the front and a mixture of sizes 
in the middle. Beschorneria septentrionalis, 
with its stiff, sword-shaped leaves makes a 
strong focal point at the back. If it were 
removed, the focus would shift to the fat, 
silvery leaves of the Salvia argentea, so | keep 
these elements apart to maintain balance. 

In the centre, the perpendicular stems and 
oval flowers of Tulipa ‘Evergreen’ contrast with 


the cloud of small flowers and glaucous leaves 


of the Omphalodes linifolia. Next to the 
Beschorneria, a small Aralia elata ‘Variegata’ 
with sparse, leafy branches reaches above the 
compact, prickly Berkheya purpurea. At the 
front is the rigid succulent Echeveria secunda 
with a bloomy texture. Beside it is Artemisia 
schmidtiana ‘Nana’ Above this is a Disporopsis 
pernyi with upright, curved stems bearing 
white, pendent flowers, and next to this is a 
dwarf Pinus strobus ‘Nana’ with long, pendent 
strands of thin silvery needles. Then, Astelia 
banksii with clean, upward slivers of glistening 
silver, and beyond is Lamprocapnos spectabilis 
‘Alba’ its arching racemes decked in pendent, 
white flowers showing up well against the yew. 


planting ideas 


Plants 

1 Tulipa ‘Evergreen’ 

This green-flowered tulip is the 
longest flowering of all tulips and can 
go on for two months — it should be 
more widely grown. 25 bulbs/pot. 
60cm high. 

2 Omphalodes linifolia 

Charming annual with forget-me-not 
flowers in pure white. 12 plants/pot. 
40cm x 25cm. AGM* 

3 Lamprocapnos spectabilis ‘Alba’ 
Very elegant, white-flowered form of 
the bleeding heart (formerly known as 
Dicentra spectabilis ‘Alba’). Three 
plants/pot. 50cm x 40cm. AGM. 

4 Salvia argentea 

A biennial, grown chiefly for its 
foliage, which is best in the first year. 
Three plants/pot. 50cm x 30cm. 

5 Disporopsis pernyi 

Aslowly spreading woodland 
perennial, with glossy foliage 

and pendent, white flowers. Three 
plants/pot. 30cm high. 
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The plants used to help hide baresoil and suppress 
weeds can also help unify a garden space and be a beautiful 
addition to any planting scheme 


WORDS CHRIS MARCHANT 


“i Liriope muscari 

Useful evergreen plant that 

slowly expands to form a dense 
thatch of strappy, dark-green foliage. 


~ Late-season, purple flowers are 


GAP PHOTOS/VISIONS 


Chris Marchant 

is the co-owner 

of Orchard Dene 
Nurseries in 
Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxfordshire, a 
wholesale grower 
specialising in 
herbaceous plants. 


*Holds an Award 

of Garden Merit 

from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings 
given where available 
+ Vigour rating: 

S = slow, M=medium, 
A= aggressive. 


plant profile ground cover 


ention the words ground-cover 
planting in some circles and a 
flicker book of dull, static 


planting vignettes starts to roll out, shaped by 
demands for a robust, amenity response. This 
may apply when imagination and resources 
are low, but really there is no justification for it 
being offered as a generic response to massed 
planting. What distinguishes ground cover 
from other forms of planting is the need for 
dual purpose: beauty and function. Good 
ground cover must colonise with selected 
desirables, which by their growth and 
presence preclude seeding and ingress of any 
undesirables — the noxious weeds. 

Like most gardeners, I strive to balance the 
desire for a beautiful garden and a dearth of 
time to devote to it. Any techniques that 
reduce the chore of weeding are welcomed, 
provided presentation is not unduly 
compromised. Ground cover appeals in this 
context, but I don’t see it as a licence to 
neglect. Despite its perception as a labour- 
saving device, once installed, ground cover 
planting can’t be left totally unattended. But, 
with careful selection and grouping, levels of 
intervention should be light and infrequent. 

An important pre-requisite is the subject’s 
ability to produce plenty of leaves, obscuring 
light from the soil beneath and preventing 
chance germination of weeds. At the close of 
the year, deciduous leaves may be left to 
mulch their own space, locking fertility into 
the soil, excluding light from any chance 
seedlings and fostering conditions conducive 
to reliable regrowth the following spring. Easy 
when plants are thriving, but where plants 
struggle to survive in poor ground, or with 
inadequate light, then sparse growth leaves 
dangerous scope for weeds to pierce the 
protective green shield. 

All successful planting is about balance —a 
balance between horizontal and vertical 
planes; small and large leaves, between solids 
and spaces. With the right balance, planting 
compositions can be atmospheric and [> 
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[> beautiful. Consider your response to a 
massed bluebell wood, or a lush grassy 
meadow. Effectively your visual sense is 
panning back from minute detail to 
appreciate the bigger picture. It is here that 
ground cover can play a part in heightened 
enjoyment of your garden, taking you in 
and out of focus as seasonal highlights 
reach flowering perfection and then fade. 
The addition of grasses to a ground-cover 
palette adds movement and grace, with 
light breezes gently bending seedheads or 
rustling foliage. 

Founding rules of planting still apply. 
Selected ground-cover species should suit 
both soil and aspect, but arranging plants 
in lasting compositions demands an 
appreciation of compatible growth habits 
and vigour. I rank ground cover along a 
scale of vigour, from ‘rudely robust’ to 
‘essentially decorative’ Truly aggressive 
plants, for example, Trachystemon orientalis 
(see page 55) appear very much at the rude 
end of the scale. As such, they are 
invaluable to colonise poor ground and 
best used on their own. Petasites japonicus, 
Darmera peltata and Symphytum 
grandiflorum are similarly strong 
candidates for monoculture. Somewhat less 
aggressive, but as effective in colonisation 
of ground to the exclusion of others, are 
some of the stoloniferous Epimedium. 

E. grandiflorum, E. perralderianum, 

E. x perralchicum and E. x versicolor types 
offer a ‘slow burn’ coverage, but once 
established, their congested mat of growth 
effectively excludes any interlopers. Such 
qualities make them an ideal underplanting 
to woodland shrubs, or woodland edge. 

Nearer the middle of the scale, plants of 
similar vigour can be used in partnership 
to give oscillating peaks to the season; when 
one is in full display, the other is resting. 
Hosta ‘Devon Greer’ (page 54), which 
works well with Digitalis lutea, or Teucrium 
scorodonia ‘Crispum’ (page 54) with 
Geranium pyrenaicum ‘Bill Wallis and 
Viola riviniana Purpurea Group. 

Gentle plants with slow, expansive 
growth that migrate across a space to 
colonise new ground, can be used in 
painterly compositions without fear any 
one will obliterate the others. Mukdenia 
rossii Karasuba’ (page 55)with Heuchera 
cylindrica and woodland grass Melica 
altissima ‘Alba make a fine partnership. 


* Chris's recommendations for ground cover 
continue over the next six pages. 
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Sunny selection 


Acaena inermis ‘Purpurea’ 

Loosely meshed, purple foliage forms a 
flowing carpet from May until August. Creamy- 
white, flower heads give way to coppery-brown 
seedheads. Thrives in dry, sunny aspects. 
10cm x 30cm. RHS H4, USDA 6a-8b. A. 


Stachys officinalis ‘Hummelo’ 

Neat mounds of serrated green foliage frame 
abundant spikes of rosy-purple flowers from 
June. If spent flowers are trimmed back, a 
second flush takes up the display during 
September. 55cm x 55cm. RHS H5. S-M. 


Aster pyrenaeus ‘Lutetia’ 
Mildew-resistant, persistent and vigorous, 
even in lean soils. Bears lilac-pink flowers 
from August to October. Good with silver 
aromatics, such as lavender. 65cm x 75cm. 
RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. M. 


Persicaria affinis ‘Darjeeling Red’ 

Tolerant of dry conditions in both sun and 
light shade, this plant with fine, glossy foliage 
colonises new ground through adventitious 
roots on running stems to form a dense mat. 


25cm x 40cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. A. 
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plant profile ground cover 


Artemisia stelleriana ‘Boughton Silver’ 
Silver-felted, oak-like leaves on lax prostrate 
stems form a dense, low-maintenance carpet. 
Stud with Allium cernuum to add another layer 
of colour once the yellow flowers die down. 
20cm x 40cm. RHS H4, USDA 3a-8b. M. 


Erigeron karvinskianus 


Known as the wall daisy, for its capacity to 
cling to a vertical surface, it will survive in the 
leanest, driest soil. A prolific, self-seeding habit 
ensures regeneration, even after cold winters. 
30cm x 35cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 6a-9b. A. 


Sedum telephium subsp. ruprechtii 
Slumped stems bear grey-green foliage, 
contrasting with flat heads of creamy-buff 
flowers. In autumn, foliage turns burgundy 
and flower heads achieve a gold colouring. 
40cm x 50cm. RHS H4, USDA 3a-9a. A. 


Hemerocallis ‘Little Grapette’ 

This shorter, multi-headed form has a long 
season of purple flowers and neat, strappy 
foliage that matures to bright autumnal 
yellow. Works well in massed effect. 

45cm x 50cm. RHS H3, USDA 4a-10b. M. 


Calamintha nepeta ‘Blue Cloud’ 
Drought-tolerant floriferous plant for gravel, 
scree or rose underplanting. Peppermint- 
scented foliage is topped by a froth of tiny, 
lavender-blue flowers June to September. 
40cm x 40cm. RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. S-M. 


Phlomis russeliana 

Large, grey-green-felted leaves form an 
expansive basal mound, while hooded, lemon 
flowers ascend in whorls from June onwards. 
Attractive winter structure. 90cm x 65cm. 
AGM. RHS H4, USDA 4a-9b. A. 


Shade tolerant 


Epimedium x versicolor 
‘Sulphureum’ 
Valuable semi-evergreen form 
where attractive burgundy veining is 
prominent on new young leaves. 

flowers are held proud 

in April but are 
he foliage, which 

attains an attractive bronzed 
autumnal Colouring. 35cm x 35cm. 
AGM. RES H6-7, USDA 5a-9a. M. 


JOANNA KOSS 


GAP PHOTOS 


plant profile ground cover 


§Dryopteris erythrosora 

_ Elegant, unfurling fronds of 
coppery pink contrast well the 
many blues and yellows of early 
spring. Prefers dappled shade and 
humus-rich soil, though copes with 
leaner conditions. Good partner 
to Geum ‘Lemon Drops’ and 
Briza media. 45cm x 35cm. AGM. 
RHS H4, USDA 5a-9a. S. 
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Combinations 

Sunny outlook Flowering roses are 
ajoy, but need complementary 
underplanting to support the rest of 
the year. Neutral or subdued shades — 
silvers, creams, greens and soft blues 
— can be used to successfully unite a 
melange of mixed rose colours. 
Longevity of flowering is crucial and 
while classic Nepeta combinations are 
deservedly popular, they need cutting 
back at the end of June to stimulate a 
second flush. Repeat-flowering roses 
have much more to give at this point, 
so reliable alternatives are needed to 
take up the flowering theme. 

Recommended rose associates 
include Calamintha nepeta, Artemisia 
stelleriana ‘Boughton Silver’ (page 51) 
and Erigeron karvinskianus (page 51). 
Valuable evergreen detail is found in 
Teucrium x lucidrys and Euphorbia 
myrsinites, while the grasses Stipa 
calamagrostis and Stipa lessingiana 
add movement and vertical interest. 

The following combinations will 
grace any sunny open aspect — the 
inclusion of a grass in each extends 
interest beyond high summer. 
Combination 1 Salvia x sylvestris 
‘Mainacht} Artemisia stelleriana 
‘Boughton Silver’ (page 51), Allium 
cernuum and Stipa calamagrostis. 
Combination 2 Euphorbia seguieriana, 
Sesleria heufleriana, Sedum telephium 
subsp. ruprechtii and Origanum 
laevigatum ‘Herrenhausen’ 

Shade Here foliage plays an important 
role since flowering detail is largely 
restricted to the spring. The following 
suggestions address both flower and 
foliage appeal to retain interest. 

For light woodland edge Teucrium 
scorodonia ‘Crispum’ (right), 
Dryopteris erythrosora (page 53) and 
Geranium phaeum ‘Samobor'’ (far 
right). For moisture retentive soils 
Hosta ‘Devon Green’ (right), Mukdenia 
rossii ‘Karasuba’ (far right) and Aruncus 


‘Guinea Fowl’ (right) offer a long season. 


Where a strong and robust planting 
response is appropriate, try a carpet of 
Trachystemon orientalis (far right) 
supported on the fringes by Lunaria 
annua. The latter's silver seeds will add 
light to the gloom of autumn when 
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Shade tolerant 


Aruncus ‘Guinea Fowl’ 

Tolerant of sun or light shade, preferring a 
moisture-retentive soil. Flowers open creamy 
white in June, fading gently to buff. Lime- 
green, ferny foliage contrasts with reddish 
stems. 45cm x 30cm. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. S. 


Teucrium scorodonia ‘Crispum’ 

Sage-like green leaves have attractive tightly 
crimped margins, giving valuable textural 
variety. Durable and distinctive with simple, 
lime-green flower spikes that stand for many 
weeks. 40cm x 45cm. RHS H6, USDA 7a-11. M. 


Hosta ‘Devon Green’ 

Glossy, elongated leaves of vibrant green 
emerge in April and expand to form flat 
circular rosettes. Foliage waxes to glowing 
yellow in autumn. Tolerant of average soil. 
45cm x 50cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. S. 


Pulmonaria ‘Lewis Palmer’ 

With electric-blue flowers and handsome, 
silver-spotted foliage it's happy in reasonably 
moisture-retentive soil. Trim off all the foliage 
after flowering to stimulate new leaf growth. 
40cm x 45cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. S. 
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Clematis x jouiniana ‘Praecox’ 

Ascending woody stems terminate in clusters 
of scented, powder-blue flowers from late 
summer. Can be kept low to cover shady 
swathes at a woodland edge. 1.5-7m x 1.2- 6m. 
AGM. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. M. 


Geranium phaeum ‘Samobor’ 

Pretty, nodding, claret-red flowers in spring, 
sit above attractively marked foliage that lasts 
late into autumn. An occasional Helleborus 
foetidus will add a bright, evergreen note. 
65cm x 40cm. RHS H6-7, USDA 5a-7b. M. 


Mukdenia rossii ‘Karasuba’ 

Simple sprays of white flowers in spring give 
way to vibrant autumnal red and bronze 
foliage. Grows best in moisture-retentive, 
humus-rich soil in dappled shade. 

25cm x 30cm. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. S. 


Trachystemon orientalis 

Will grow anywhere that large-scale coverage 
is required, but keep out of direct, prevailing 
winds. Borage-like, blue flowers appear in 
advance of the immense hairy, heart-shaped 
leaves. 45cm x 65cm. RHS H5, USDA 8b. A. 


plant profile ground cover 


other woodland flowers are finished. 
As the season unfolds, woodland bulbs 
can form an important component of 
ground cover. Their urgency to flower 
in the early spring stealing a march on 
the full expansion of ground-cover leaf 
canopy, adding pinpoints of colour at 
atime when there is little else. 

Erythronium, Iris tuberosa, 
Puschkinia and Scilla all make fine 
early bulb choices for a lightly shaded 
woodland edge. 


Cultivation 
Sunny outlook Open, dry and sunny 
conditions support a broader range of 
plants if soil is open and aerated to 
keep microbial activity alive. Where sun 
is aconstant, evaporation of precious 
moisture from the surface is reduced 
by the application of surface gravel or 
stone mulch. This also helps prevent a 
surface crust forming. Chance 
seedlings in these spaces are easily 
removed until the expanse of low, 
creeping foliage swells to precludes 
unwelcome interlopers. 
Woodland/shade Thorough manual 
cultivation of the soil with incorporation 
of organic material to open the texture 
and increase moisture retention 
significantly adds to success. 
Occasional feeding of the soil 
improves performance. A 5cm mulch 
of well-rotted manure and leaf mould 
(20/80 ratio) in spring will be taken 
down to the lower soil profile by 
worms, improving aeration and fertility. 


Where to buy 


¢ Beth Chatto Nurseries 
Elmstead Market, Colchester, 
Essex CO7 7DB. 
Tel 01206 822007, bethchatto.co.uk 


* The Plant Specialist 
Whitefield Lane, 
Great Missenden HP16 OBH. 
Tel 01494 866650, 
theplantspecialist.co.uk 


>. READER EVENT 
Chris Marchant will host the 
opening-night discussion on 
Sissinghurst at the Gardens 
Illustrated Festival. For details see 
page 8 or visit gardensfestival.com 


Mick Evans 


He's the modest maestro who's orchestrated the magnificent borders at Packwood 
House in Warwickshire with mathematical precision and exuberant creativity 


WORDS CLAIRE MASSET PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


ick Evans will go down in garden history as the man who 
M reinvented the borders at Packwood House. Just over ten 

years ago, he persuaded the National Trust to let him plant 
the scheme you see today. “I’m good at taking something that already 
exists and adding a bit of imagination,” he says, far too modestly. 

And what a scheme it is. Exuberant, bold and theatrical — these 
words have all been used — but such descriptions almost miss the 
point. Mick’s creation is more subtle than its flamboyant appearance 
suggests. His compositions are meticulous, almost mathematical, and 
yet wonderfully artistic and satisfying. A bit like a Bach concerto. 

This is a year of anniversaries for Mick, who celebrates 15 years as 
Packwood’s head gardener and 25 years with the National Trust. 
Despite this lengthy tenure, he has the bright-eyed enthusiasm of a 
young lad. He probably displayed a similar joy when drawing with 
his father as a boy. “My dad was a commercial artist. I grew up on his 
shoulder as it were, drawing with him in his study.” 

So the seed was sown. Mick knew from a young age he wanted to 
‘do something creative}, but his father dissuaded him from taking the 
commercial art route. A friend suggested gardening. “I went to the 
Job Centre and said I wanted to get into horticulture. London 
Borough of Ealing was offering apprenticeships, so I learned on the 
job.” A few years later Mick became head foreman at King Edward 
VII Park in Wembley, north London. “I grew my own seeds, 
experimented with annuals and created herbaceous borders,” he 
says. “I was always interested in more than I was expected to do.” 

Mick’s thirst for knowledge led him to the most celebrated of 
English gardens, Sissinghurst. He learned from its gifted duo, Pamela 
Schwerdt and Sibylle Kreutzberger. “They were artists as well as 
gardeners. They taught me the importance of working with plants 
in their environment. Anything that was an alien colour in a scheme 
had to come out.” He remembers Pam snapping two-thirds of the 
hosta flowers in the White Garden to create the right effect. 

Leaving Sissinghurst, Mick embraced the drama of Powis Castle’s 
Italianate terraces. As assistant head gardener to the talented “Welsh 
wizard’ Jimmy Hancock, he learned how to make the most of half 
hardies and annuals. Now, at Packwood, Mick feels he has “the best 
of both worlds”. Although relatively small, the garden has the drama 
of Powis and the intimacy of Sissinghurst. 

Historic gardens are clearly Mick’s passion. “They already have 
great features: buildings, walls and even life within the walls.” At 


Packwood his first focus was the Carolean Garden between the 
house and the famous Yew Garden. Poring over archives and old 
photographs, he realised that certain features had disappeared, 
including connecting pathways and the borders leading towards the 
terrace. So he reinstated them, and in doing so introduced cohesion. 

Perhaps his greatest achievement was blending the planting and 
its environment. “I wanted to get a unity of colour and, to a certain 
extent, form. If you look at the terrace border in June, the colours of 
Aeonium “Zwartkop’ marry beautifully with the copper beech of the 
parkland.” Similarly, the grey of the lead drainpipes and silvery 
accents of the weathered oak window frames are repeated in the 
greys and silvers of the double borders. Rather than focus on 
individual elements, Mick likes to look at the bigger picture. “As you 
get older you learn restraint,” he says. “There’s a tendency when 
you're young to make big isolated statements.” 

In tune with the surrounding buildings they may be, but Mick’s 
double borders are also the height of sophistication. Plants are 
arranged mathematically, in a complex tapestry based on repetition. 
“Each border mirrors the other. But the middle of each border is also a 
mirror, reciprocated diagonally.” The planting is carefully orchestrated 
throughout the year. In spring, you get pulmonarias and hellebores; it’s 
reasonably neat and tidy. In summer the borders reach a crescendo 
with sculptural cardoons and towering loosestrife. Yuccas act as visual 
punctuation marks until they in turn become overwhelmed by grasses. 
Plants rise and fall in a precise harmony. 

As with all artistic souls, Mick is constantly innovating. “At the 
moment I’m experimenting with trees and shrubs in the new Barn 
Yard area,” he says. “T love plants. It’s the way I communicate with the 


world. First and foremost, I want to be creative.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Packwood House, Packwood Lane, Lapworth, Warwickshire B94 6AT. 
Tel 01564 782024, nationaltrust.org.uk/packwood-house 

On 17 June and 15 July, Mick will be hosting a special ‘Gardener's 
Evening Tour’ Price £15, including a glass of wine and a two-hour 
tour of the garden with Mick and his team. 


NEXT MONTH 
Renowned edibles grower Peter Bauwens, from the Netherlands. 


I love plants. It’s the way I communicate with the world. 
First and foremost, I want to be creative 
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Monique and Thierry Dronet quite literally moved mountains to . 
create their beautiful garden. Every spring it is brought to magical ) 
life by a vast golden sea of their beloved daffodils | \ "= 
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Over the years Thierry has added many 
species and cultivars to the local wild 
types. In total there are around 80,000 narcissus 
bulbs of 600 cultivar and some species 


winding road of hairpin bends leads 

through dark, spruce woods in the Vosges 
mountains of northeast France. Suddenly, the 
hills part, to reveal a bright patch of green, 
shimmering with flecks of creamy white and 
yellow. In spring, the garden at Berchigranges 
emerges from the forest like a mirage, with 
narcissi bursting into bloom and the beech 
hedges starting to sprout. From the entrance, 
you can see almost the entire grounds — an 
area of around four acres, spreading through 
a small valley that gently rises at the sides. 

Twenty years ago Monique and Thierry 
Dronet started laying out their rambling 
garden in this former quarry. Narcissi and 
shrubs, such as magnolias and ornamental 
cherries, line the grass path to their blue- 
painted wooden house that’s perched on a 
slope. Next to the house is a small nursery, Un 
Jardin de Cottage, which offers visitors a well- 
chosen selection of home-grown plants. At 
this time of year you'll find a good choice of 
potted narcissi, including the double white 
cultivar ‘Berchigranges; that originated here in 
the garden as a sport of N. “Thalia. 

Thierry is infatuated with these heralds 
of spring. And, thanks to early blooming 
cultivars, such as N. ‘February Gold’ and 
N. ‘Ice Follies; they also light up the tail end 
of winter. “When I first saw how the wild 
daffodils, particularly the species daffodil 
Narcissus jonquilla, transformed the meadows 
here in the mountains into a sea of yellow 
petals I knew I wanted to have lots and lots 
of them in our garden,” he says. 

Over the years he has added many other 
species and cultivars to the local wild types. In 
total there are around 80,000 narcissus bulbs 
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of 600 different cultivars and some species, 
joined every autumn by hundreds of new 
bulbs of Camassia, Hyacinthoides, Allium, 
Scilla and Erythronium. “But I still love the 
species daffodils the best,” says Thierry. The 
collection also includes more unusual species, 
such as the pretty Narcissus rupicola, which 
has petals as small as a fingernail. It’s one that 
originates in the Mediterranean and must be 
overwintered somewhere free from frost. 

Narcissus proved a lucky choice. Not only 
do most cope well with the region’s damp 
climate, proliferating vigorously in the 
ground, but they are also largely shunned by 
voles. “Voles are a big problem here but we 
have proved that we can hold them off with 
narcissus bulbs,” says Monique. “Now even 
my beloved old roses are protected, because 
they’re surrounded by narcissi.” 

The garden hasn’t always been this golden 
paradise. When Thierry, a hairdresser by 
trade, first discovered Berchigranges in 1980 
it was an inaccessible old quarry hidden 
beneath spruce shoots and scree. But once he 
started to work on the land, he began to feel a 
deep sense of satisfaction. He felled trees, 
diverted streams and once he had cleared the 
land he covered it with countless HGV-loads 
of topsoil — the only way he could create the 
beds and rolling hillocks in the barren 
ground. Thierry also set up a sawmill on the 
site to process the timber he had felled, later 
fashioning this into fences, seating and paths. 

Fourteen years later, he met Monique, the 
owner of a nearby nursery. The couple fell 
in love and decided to relocate Monique’s 
nursery to the former quarry and began to 


transform it into the blossoming paradise [> 


Monique and Thierry’s 
tips for using daffodils 


In designing the garden, we take nature 
as our example. In spring we take note of 
where the many wild daffodils appear. We 
want our plantings to blend in with the 
landscape; that’s why we make room for 
lots of wild species too. 


To avoid daffodils coming up in 
serried ranks, we tip the bulbs into a 
wheelbarrow and then spread them 
carefully with a shovel. In this way, they 
fall haphazardly on the ground and are 
planted where they land. 


We achieve a long flowering period with 
our daffodils by planting early cultivars, 
such as ‘Rijnveld’s Early Sensation’, 
‘February Silver’ and ‘Spring Dawn, 

as well as later ones that include 

‘Keats’ and ‘Sinopel! 


Some daffodil species, such as 

N. jonquilla, have a very strong scent. 
We place these strategically, close to the 
path or sometimes also in pots so that 
visitors can appreciate their fragrance. 


1The fences and wooden walkways are made 
out of wood from the many trees felled to 
make room for this spectacular garden. 


2 Informal plantings of spring flowers lead 
down to more formal hedges that delineate 
one of Monique’s garden rooms. 


3 The sound of water, whether gently running 
over pebbles in streams or crashing over cliffs 
can be heard throughout the garden. 


4 This wooden sculpture, made by Thierry, 
reflects the curves of the garden’s hills. 


5 Curved hedges, in the form of a labyrinth, 
echo the slope of the lawn. In the summer this 
slope is filled with the scent of herbs. 


6 Thierry and Monique’s pretty wooden 
house overlooks a small lake. The stone bridge 
is edged with box. 


daffodil collection 


It was Monique's 

idea to divide the area 
into individual ‘rooms. 
“We used to go several 
times a year to England 
and were inspired by 
what we saw there” 


[> it is today. It was Monique’s idea to divide 
the area into individual ‘rooms’ “We used to 
go several times a year to England and were 
inspired by what we saw there,” she says. “But 
we never draw any plans of what we want to 
do. Our ideas tend to come more out of a 
feeling.” In fact, the structure of the garden 
owes more to the characteristics of its unique 
site than to any outside influences. Local 
materials have been combined with alpine 
species and other wild plants that can cope 
well with the acid soil and altitude. 

Monique and Thierry also feel strongly 
that the scenes they create should appeal to 
all the senses, and one of the first things 
visitors to the garden notice is the sound of 
water. It gurgles over pebbles, splashes 
through rapids and then crashes in cascades 
over cliffs. You're also struck by the scents of 
plants, by light and shadow play as well as the 
sound of footsteps on wooden sleepers or 
gravel. It’s a special place, known to many as 
the ‘Blue Garden of the Vosges’ — after 
Monique and Thierry’s favourite colour, 
which dominates the planting from May 
onwards. But in spring, it is a magical place of 
white and yellow, and one that’s well worth 
navigating those hairpin bends to find. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Le Jardin de Berchigranges, 

9 route du Tholy, 88 640 Granges sur 
Vologne, France. 

Tel +33 (0)3 29 51 47 19, berchigranges.com 
Open The garden is open to visitors 

from April to October. 
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daffodil collection 


recommended 


daffodils 


1 Narcissus ‘Edinburgh’ 

Bred in the Netherlands in 2007, this 
cultivar with a pink, split trumpet has a 
strong scent. 45cm. 

2 N. poeticus 

Thierry particularly loves the delicate scent 
of this wild species, which has a discreet, 
red-rimmed trumpet. 45cm. AGM*. 

USDA 5b-10b". 

3 N. ‘Double Itzim’ 

A double variant of the well-known 

‘Itzim’ cultivar. A dainty cyclamineus 
cultivar with back-folded perianth segments 


or petals. 20cm. 

4 N. ‘Rip van Winkle’ 

A tiny double, ideal for pots and balconies. 
15cm. USDA 5a-9b. 

5 N. ‘Centannées’ 

An impressive cultivar, with a split corona. 
Petals vary from ivory white to a creamy 
yellow, and an orange trumpet that seems 
to glow. 45cm. USDA 4a-9b. 

6N. Jenny’ 

This dainty cyclamineus cultivar, with a 
sulphur-yellow trumpet that fades over time, 
is good for naturalising. 45cm. AGM. 

USDA 4a-9b. 

7 N. ‘Petit Four’ 

Elegant double with a creamy-white wreath 
of petals around an apricot-coloured trumpet. 
35cm. USDA 4a-11. 

8 N. ‘New-Baby’ 

Several sweet-smelling flowers appear ona 
single stem on this jonquilla daffodil. 20cm. 
USDA 3a-9b. 

ON. ‘Stint’ 

Nodding, lime-yellow flowers with a pleasant 
scent. Prefers a slightly acid soil and a dry 
summer. Triandrus. 45cm. AGM. USDA 5a-11. 
10 N. ‘Délibes’ 

The large, cupped petals are usually yellow, 
but when they start to fade, they make the 
orange trumpet stand out all the more. 
AOcm. USDA 4a-9b. 

11 N. ‘Berchigranges’ 

Thierry discovered this double, creamy- 
white daffodil in his own garden. In 2007, he 
released it as a cultivar — the only French 
narcissus registered by the RHS. 35cm. 

12 N. ‘Golden Echo’ 

A jonquilla cultivar bred around ten years 
ago by Brent and Becky’s Bulbs, in Virginia, 
USA. Very delicate with a conspicuous 
trumpet. 30cm. USDA 3a-9b. 
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Stephen's statue of Neptune Calming the 
Waves is based on a marble sculpture by 
Lambert-Sigisbert Adam. Created first as 
a maquette, Stephen will eventually scale 
the model up ready to cast in Coade stone. 


Opposite As Stephen works, his dog Bean 
strikes a pose at the feet of lions. 
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Plaster eagles dangle from the 
ceiling, lions lie Narnia-style on 
plinths and super-sized classical legs 
are propped on tables 


na garden near Pewsey in Wiltshire, there’s an 
ornamental pool surrounded by box hedge and 
pleached sycamore trees. Rising from the centre 
of its waters, magnificent unfurling fiddleheads 
point skywards as water drips off undulating 
strap-shaped fronds splaying out in all 
directions. This spectacular hart’s tongue fern 
(Asplenium scolopendrium) is a 3.5m Coade 
stone fountain made by sculptor Stephen 
Pettifer, who creates monumental statuary and 
sculpture for gardens around the country. 

“T love plant forms,” says Stephen. “I really 
like ferns and thought I'd work with that idea 
for the fountain when the client gave me free 
rein and requested something contemporary.” 

Having trained in sculpture and stone 
carving at the City & Guilds of London Art 
School, Stephen went on to develop a love for 
English 18th and early 19th-century stoneware, 
particularly Coade stone invented by Eleanor 
Coade in the 19th century. Stephen founded his 
business, Coade Ltd, in 2000. 

He is currently working on one of the 
biggest projects of his career — a Coade statue 
based on the 18th-century marble Neptune 
Calming the Waves by Lambert-Sigisbert Adam. 
It’s for an ornate walled garden within a private 


estate in Hampshire. The original sculpture 
resides in the Louvre in Paris and measures 
less than a metre high. This piece, on the other 
hand, will be almost three metres. “It is quite 
complicated but it will look fantastic,” says 
Matthew, the estate’s head gardener. 

In Stephen’s workshop, plaster eagles dangle 
from the ceiling, lions lie Narnia-style on plinths 
and super-sized classical legs are propped on 
tables. There are a lot of whippets too — not to 
mention a few real-life dogs including Stephen’s 
vizsla, Bean. And in a quiet corner, Stephen has 
been working on his model of Neptune for 
months, surrounded by photos of the original 
taken from every angle imaginable as guidance. 
His maquette stands one and half metres high — 
not full scale but a good size for him to work on 
until he is happy with it. Then he'll scale it up to 
the final size, make the plaster mould, then cast, 
assemble and fire it. 

Stephen is yet to sculpt Neptune’s trident, 
so his god of the sea advances towards the waves 
gripping a broom handle. As in the original, 

a triton (merman) is at Neptune’s feet, handing 
him a piece of coral. Stephen has employed 
several disciplines to capture his hair and 
beard blowing in the wind, his fine drapery, [> 


The history of Coade stone 


Coade gets its name from Eleanor Coade, who started manufacturing an artificial stone in the late 
18th century to make architectural decorations and garden ornaments. A mix of flint, glass, grog 
(crushed, granulated ceramic) and sand along with clay, the stone is incredibly durable and can 
withstand freezing temperatures yet is able to hold the finest details. Eleanor’s own brand of stone 
was widely used in many of the greatest gardens of the day. She employed some of the country’s 
finest sculptors to create statues, urns, fountains, animals and figures — one of the best sculptures is 
the River God at Ham House, London. Stephen grew interested in Coade when, while working for the 
National Trust, someone showed him a piece and told him that no one knew how to make it any more. 
He set about hunting down the recipe and perfecting the techniques. “| found the same clay they 
used in the 18th century. Records at a quarry in Devon documented supplying ball clay to Eleanor 
Coade’s factory. They still mine the same seam.’ As well as recreating classical sculpture, he uses 
the material in much broader and more contemporary ways. 


The eagle is one of two plaster 
pendentives (supports) made for a 
domed ceiling, seen here alongside 
maquettes and models from 
previous commissions. 
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Creases and seams need to be 
smoothed out and finer details — the 
ringlets in a lion’s mane, for example — 
added while the piece is still wet 


> the detailed anatomy (he had a life model sit for 
him in the workshop) and the intricate rockwork. 

“I spend a lot of time working on the 
composition to get it right,” says Stephen, picking 
up Neptune’s frowning head and lifting it on to the 
armature, cocking his own head to see how it looks. 

When the sculpture is cast in the pale, buff 
cream-coloured Coade stone, it will be craned on 
to a plinth within a grotto in the garden. For the 
time being, there’s a piece of plywood board in 
the shape of the statue in its place to show what 
it will look like when in situ. 

Stephen has visited the garden ten times to see 
how the statue will work and has spent hours 
talking to Matthew. “It’s important to discuss how 
the sculpture relates to the building, the flower 
beds, the trees and the landscape,” says Stephen. 

The wet Coade clay, which is specially mixed in 
Stoke-on-Trent, is pressed into the mould so the 
statue ends up hollow. It is then left for several 
days before it is demoulded and hand finished by 
Stephen or a member of his team. They remove 
the plaster mould one section at a time, which 


Garden security 


leaves slight creases and seams in the Coade. 
These need to be smoothed out and finer 
details — the ringlets in a lion’s mane, for 
example, or the muscles of Neptune’s rippled 
torso — added while the piece is still wet. 

The drying process has to be gradual and 
slow so the statues are dried in a polythene case 
before going into the giant kiln. A life-sized lion 
will spend at least five to six weeks out of the 
mould before it is fired. 

Stephen also works in other materials 
such as bronze, lead and plaster, although his 
speciality is Coade. And it isn’t only new works 
he makes; he also undertakes lots of restoration 
work. “Hundreds of original pieces of Coade 
have been through this workshop,” says Stephen. 
“We've recently finished repairing a bracket that 
was in danger of falling off Buckingham Palace.” 
But it’s the commissions that are testament to his 
talents. “People ask us if we can make something 


and we can,” says Stephen. “Anything.” 


For details of Stephen's work visit coade.co.uk 


Garden statues and ornaments can sometimes be vulnerable to theft. While it’s likely to be 
the smaller, more portable objects that are at highest risk, large and heavy statues and 


sculptures can also be stolen using lifting equipment and vehicles. Gates, lighting, hedges 
and fences can keep your garden secure but also consider the following: 


* Screen expensive items from roadside view. 


* Secure vulnerable statuary in place by inserting stainless steel dowels 


into the object and fixing it to a plinth. 


¢ Land anchors can be used to secure ornaments. These are hammered into the ground and 


the object is secured to it by chain and padlock. 


¢ Expensive and heavy works of art can be fitted with movement sensors, which set off an 


alarm when the object is moved. 


* Electronic tagging systems are available that are embedded into the item, 
enabling identification of recovered stolen property. 


* Do not publicise the fact you have a valuable sculpture in your garden — or its location. 
* Place the item in the centre of a pond to make it more difficult to steal. 
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Although the fashion for grass clipped as neatly as Wimbledon’s 
Centre Court may have dwindled, the British love affair with the lawn 
continues, in part because it has its roots deep in our national psyche 


WORDS RORY DUSOIR 


COURTESY THE AD’ 
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Below ‘So light, the lady of 
the house can use it!’ This 
advert for the Philadelphia 
Lawn Mower Company from 
around 1910, shows ease of 
use as all important in the 
early days of mowers. 
Left Gardeners tend to the 
lawn in the garden at Hall 
Barn, Buckinghamshire, in 
1898. Brushing removes 
dew and wormcasts. These 
men have their work cut out. 


AGRICULTURAL GAZETTE. 
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Above Groundsmen cutting 
the grass at Spains Hall, 
Essex, in 1902. Donkeys 

or ponies used to pull lawn 
mowers on fine turf wore 
specially made leather 
overshoes called horseboots 
to protect the grass. 


Right This 1960s advert 
for a Qualcast lawn 
mower presents the lawn 
as the centrepiece of an 
English rural idyll. 
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Above The Gardeners’ 
Chronicle magazine from 
March 1859 carries an 
advert for Thomas Green & 
Son's patent grass cutting 
machines. Manufacturers 
were already seeking to 
differentiate their products — 
although mass appeal 

was still some way off. 
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The earliest lawns were very much the 
preserve of the elite and they’ve held a 
powerful aspirational appeal ever since 


) 


2 


t is arguable that, for all our other achievements in the sphere of 
gardening, the most important and iconic contribution of British horticulture 
to the world is the lawn. Lawns possess obvious appeal as an element in 
landscape design. Of all soft landscaping features, they are by far the most 
tolerant of wear. This means they can bridge the huge chasm in practicality 
between the severe utility of hard landscaping and the majority of soft 
landscaping that is designed to be looked at, rather than as a space to be 
inhabited. Lawns provide a strong visual link to the pastoral English landscape, 
which may be visible beyond our boundary, but if not will certainly hold a 
deeply entrenched position within our mind’s eye. They are pleasant to look at 
and to lounge on and provide an excellent setting for other landscape features. 

Lawn care in itself has achieved cult status as an activity. The act of pushing 
a mower around possesses an almost primordial appeal. Our interaction with 
and manipulation of ‘nature’ is a defining characteristic of humanity. Nature’s 
response is invariably to mount a sustained attempt towards unruliness and 
reversion. Mowing the lawn is an immediate paradigm of our relationship with 
nature and it is to be expected that as a recently industrialised society we should 
cling to such activities as a vestige of our agricultural past. Lawn maintenance is 
an accessible activity, as it does not require specialised plant knowledge. In 
practical terms it occupies a gap between ‘gardening’ proper and the built 
environment — a world of straight lines, sharp edges, levels, of hard and fast 
rules. But a forgiving and soft world nonetheless. 


Eighteenth-century origins 
Lawns were established as an indispensable element of garden design 
during the 18th century. Eighteenth-century landscape designers 
stylised English pastoral scenery — by far the most prominent surface 
treatment in their idiom was cropped grass. Beyond the ha-ha, sheep 
cattle or deer may have maintained the sward. But next to the house, it 
was required that men with scythes regularly trim the herbage, an extremely 
labour intensive and skilled task. The aesthetic demanded as smooth a 
surface as possible. When you consider that grass was predominantly 
a resource for feeding livestock, the notion of constantly employing men to 
remove it can be considered an outrageous act of ostentation. The modern 
history of the lawn can be said to really get going once lawn-mowing 
technology was developed and adopted during the 19th century. But it is 
important to remember that the earliest lawns were very much the preserve 
of the elite. Lawns have held a powerful aspirational appeal ever since. 

The cylinder mower was invented in Gloucestershire in the 1830s, 
almost as a by-product of the industrial revolution in cloth-making. The [> 
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Above Cropped grass, such 
as that here at Burghley 
House in Lincolnshire, 
defines the English pastoral 
landscape. The creation of 
idealised English landscapes 
in the 18th century initiated 
the worldwide lawn fetish. 


Right Not content with 
mere stripes, lawnsman 
Peter Lawrence cuts the 
lawn in the quad of Lincoln 
College, Oxford, into a 
chequered pattern by 
cutting from top to bottom 
and then side to side (1998). 


Far left By the end of the 
19th century, lawn mowers 
had become thoroughly 
infiltrated into the fabric 
of British life. 


Left Highly skilled and 
time-consuming, scything 
lawns had been the only 
alternative to grazing before 
the mower was invented. 
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Above Even in the Swinging 
Sixties, lawn mowers still 
managed to embody the 
status inherent in owning 
land, as shown in this 

1967 advert for a Dennis 
Paragon Motor Mower. 


Below Budding's patent 
lawn mower, no 3157, 

is one of the earliest 
lawn mowers ever 
made. Driven by 
cogs rather than 
a belt, it needed 
two men to 
operate it. 
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Timeline 


Key dates in history 


1700s 

Landscape designers, including 
William Kent, Charles Bridgeman 
and Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, 
begin what becomes known as 
the English Landscape Garden 
movement. Their designs for 
gardens, such as Stowe, Rousham 
and Chatsworth, feature vast 
sweeping lawns. 


1830 

Edwin Budding, an engineer from 
Thrupp in Gloucestershire, patents 
the first lawn mower, bringing the 
perfectly cropped lawn within 
reach of the middle classes. 


1893 

James Sumner of Leyland, 
Lancashire, designs the world’s 
first steam-powered lawn mower. 
He later produces a modified 
version of his design through his 
newly founded Lancashire Steam 
Motor Company, which eventually 
morphs into British Leyland. 


1902 

The Suffolk-based firm 
Ransomes introduces the first 
petrol-driven lawn mower. 


1945 
Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane, 
better known as DDT, goes on 
general sale in the USA as a lawn 
pesticide. At the time it was 
considered efficient and benign 
compared to many of the poisons 
that had previously been in use. 


1962 

American biologist Rachel Carson 
publishes Silent Spring, which 
examines the environmental 
impact of DDT, linking this and 
other pesticides to cancer. 


1963 

Flymo introduces its labour-saving 
hover mower, which floats on a 
cushion of air. It signals a decline in 
the appetite for maintaining the 
highest standards of lawn care. 


Lawns still have a powerful global currency 
as a symbol of prosperity and it is almost 
impossible to envisage a world without them 


> technology was essentially sound, though initially somewhat cumbersome 
to use, and it was adopted fully with some modifications over the course of 

a few decades. This gradually democratised the ownership of lawns in concert 
with the development of suburbia. Would this lessen the allure? The new 
technology begat refinement, and as long as further refinement was 

possible, lawn maintenance remained an aspirational activity even for 

those who had to perform the labour themselves. Lawn mowing machines 
and accoutrements became status symbols in themselves. 


The globalisation of lawns 
The lawn fetish flourished with the British Empire and was transferred 
to the wider world in combination with a number of the turf-based sports, 
such as cricket and football, for which Britain is famous. It was adopted 
and transmuted nowhere more avidly than in the USA. Rather like the 
English language, we can attribute much of the current global hegemony 
of lawns to our American cousins. There is no doubt that the 18th-century 
ideal of a landscape garden is imprinted firmly on the American psyche. 
Urban parks, golf courses and suburban developments were consciously 
based on this ideal. To a nation that had to struggle to define itself and 
impose its own order on a hostile continent, the cultivation of lawns 
became an important symbol of nationhood and civic pride as well as 
personal aspiration. The climate in much of the USA is poorly adapted 
to lawn culture — nevertheless an increasingly uncompromising lawn 
aesthetic was vigorously pursued throughout the 20th century. The 
establishment and maintenance of lawns was conceived and enacted 
as a war against nature. Extraordinary excesses in the consumption of 
chemicals and water use were encouraged in pursuit of the ideal. 
Conspicuous consumption or destruction of natural resources is thankfully 
no longer as fashionable in the West as it was. At one time the lawn was a 
totem both of the British Empire and the American Dream. Neither now 
viewed with unalloyed positivity. In films such as Blue Velvet and American 
Beauty, a well-tended, suburban American lawn represents sterile, oppressive 
conformity. Nevertheless, lawns still have a powerful global currency as a 
symbol of prosperity and it is almost impossible to envisage a world without 
them. Lawns carry a huge weight of cultural and environmental baggage, but 
where does the future lie? At Chatsworth House in Derbyshire, seat of the 
Duke of Devonshire, there are twin lawns known as ‘the Salisburys, which run 
up to the east side of the house. They were established by sowing hay seed in 
the 18th century and have not been ‘improved’ since — as a result they contain 
an astonishing multiplicity of species. The Duke and Duchess declined the 
invitation to rectify them in the 1980s, following intervention from a 
Dr Gilbert of Sheffield University. Such lawns were smooth enough to satisfy 
‘Capability’ Brown — perhaps we should be equally accepting of nature’s 


foibles, in spite of our hard-won power to impose a stricter will? 
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Right Neatly trimmed 
lawns have become as 
much a symbol of 

American suburbia as 
the white picket fence. 


Below In suburban Britain 
too, a smart lawn became 
seen as a signifier of 
middle-class success. 
Advertisers here and 

in the USA preyed on 

our insecurity. 
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Left The Lloyd family 


subverted the lawn aesthetic 
from an early stage at Great 


Dixter. Some visitors 
assumed the family had 
fallen on hard times. 


Right One of the Salisbury 


lawns at Chatsworth House. 
Planted in the 18th century, 
they contain a multiplicity of 


broad-leaved species. 


Above Croquet became 
extremely popular in 
England in the 1860s, 
although it was soon 
eclipsed by tennis as the 
most popular pastime for 
home lawns and clubs. The 
All England Lawn Tennis and 
Croquet Club at Wimbledon 
still has a croquet lawn. 


Left It is hard to envisage 
the Victorian and Edwardian 
eras without lawns, for 
lolling and for sport. Our 
notion of quintessential 
Englishness has been 
formed with a lawn as 
the constant backdrop. 
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Further 
Information 


BOOKS 


The Grass is Greener 

by Tom Fort 

(Harper Collins, 2000). 

An engaging historical 

account of the British Lawn, 
mingled with personal musings 
on the nature of manhood. 


The Lawn - A History of 

an American Obsession 

by Virginia Scott Jenkins 
(Smithsonian Books, 
Washington, 1994). 

A rigorous examination of 

the lawn in the USA. Scott 
Jenkins tracks the social 

and commercial forces that drove 
our American cousins to 
extraordinary excess in pursuit of 
a largely unobtainable ideal. 


The Lawn Expert 

by Dr DG Hessayon 

(Expert Publications, 1993). 
An unreconstructed take 
on perfect lawns and how 
to achieve them. 


Silent Spring 

by Rachel Carson 

(Houghton Mifflin, 1962). 

This influential book, a seminal 
text of environmentalism, still 
casts a shadow over the lawn 
industry to this day. 


Meadows 

by Christopher Lloyd 
(Cassel, 2004). 

A long time before the 
environmental movement, 
the Lloyd family established 
ornamental flower meadows 
at Great Dixter. Here 
Christopher Lloyd 

shares his wisdom. 


Reader competition 
For the chance to win one of two 
Harrier 48 lawn mowers from Hayter, 
worth £899, turn to page 101. 
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small city garden 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 


In March, the pretty, blue flowers of Omphalodes 
cappadocica ‘Starry Eyes’ a shade-tolerant, ground- 
cover plant, complements the spring bulbs. 


The garden room's roof of sedums, herbs and wild 
flowers, adds to the areas of greenery that can be 
viewed from the upper floors of the house. 


Tulipa ‘Spring Green’ complements the mass of - 4 
emerging foliage, adding a fresh highlight to the ; 
mainly green planting scheme. Se ~\ 


Designer Carolien used clipped box sparingly to 
provide good structure without overpowering the 
looser perennial plants, including the moisture- 
loving, snowdrop-like Leucojum aestivum. 
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GARDEN PLAN 


1 Beech panels 

2 Amelanchier x grandiflora ‘Robin Hill’ 
3 Steps 

4 Archways 

5 House 

6 Garden house with green roof 

7 Belgian bluestone seat 

8 Wisteria sinensis ‘Prolific’ 

9 Water feature 

10 Mirror 


reating a city garden is never easy, especially when much of it is 
shaded by surrounding buildings. But that was the challenge for Dutch 
designer Carolien Barkman when she was asked to transform an 


overlooked space into a traditional courtyard garden where owners 
Jan and Marjolein van Dijk could relax, work and entertain. “It was a 
very dark place,” says Carolien. “Not very inviting.” 

It was also oddly shaped so it felt like three separate gardens, 
meaning Carolien’s first task was to create a space that looked like a 
single garden, albeit one with three different parts. To do this she 
replaced fences with walls, painted the same white as the house, and 
used the same traditional brick pavers to create a sense of unity. She 
also identified two axes along which to concentrate her planting areas. 
“There was already a little garden house,” she says, “so I centred one 
axis on that and the other at right angles to draw the areas together.” 

Steps, in the same brick as the pathways, provide a breathing space 
between the different areas, and these are also separated by archways 
covered with climbers that give the garden a greener feel. “When there 
is not much space for plants I like to go vertical,” she says. 

As well as the archways Carolien used broad, panel-like pillars of 
beech to break up the white walls; even in winter their dead leaves lend 
a striking architectural feel. Complex ground-layer planting is also a 
favourite technique of Carolien’s. “I used box to give structure, and 
then loose plants elsewhere,” she says. She’s also made some bold 
choices for the planting, using species not normally associated with a 
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small urban space, such as Astilboides tabularis — “1 love the light coming 
through the large, rounded leaves,” she says — and Molinia caerulea subsp. 
arundinacea “Transparent, a grass with a “transparent, airy feel”. She 
also uses ferns and self-seeding plants, such as Aquilegia, Centranthus 
and Lunaria annua, to give a more natural look. “T like it to be a little 
bit messy,” she says; “to look like a real garden with lots of plants.” 
There is colour here, indeed, a blue and white colour scheme was 
specified by Jan and Marjolein, but the main impression is green. 
Plenty of foliage ensures a long season, but with an emphasis on the 
delicate and ethereal, rather than the somewhat solid greens often used 
in city gardens. Nor are there many shrubs, which Carolien feels are 
“too heavy”. By keeping her planting light and not shying away from 
plants more normally seen in a country garden, Carolien has created a 
restful and inviting courtyard space for Jan and Marjolein to enjoy.a 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Carolien Barkman, Gerrit van der Veenstraat 34, 1077 ED 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 

Tel +31 (0)20 671 6615/(0)651699476, carolienbarkman.nl 


®). READER EVENT 
Writer Noél Kingsbury will be speaking at the Gardens Illustrated 
Festival in April. For details see page 8 or visit gardensfestival.com 


small city garden 
cate 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 


In spring, the Spanish bluebell, Hyacinthoides 
hispanica ‘Blue Queen! is paired with Tiarella 
cordifolia ‘Oakleaf’ which also provides lush foliage. 


Amelanchiers are useful trees for a small garden. 
This Amelanchier x grandiflora ‘Robin Hill’ is an 
unusually upright form. 


The blue and white scheme continues with the white 
flowers of Brunnera macrophylla ‘Betty Bowring’ and 
bluebells, in front of the arching stems of the white- 
flowered shrub Exochorda x macrantha ‘The Bride’. 


Even out of season, the panels of beech add 
architectural interest to the white walls. To keep them 
looking tidy requires clipping twice a year. 


PERFECT 
CUT 
FLOWER 


~ 
7 -ssimple to grow _ 
)V7/Perfect for borders 
Blooms all summer 
/ VY. Good for NS 


FREE 
SEEDS 


inside the March issue of 
BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine 


Design update, ideas and sourcebook 
UPDATE COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 


Eastern promise 

The second Hokkaido Garden Show will take place 
across three venues on Japan's northernmost 
island from May to October. This year’s venues are 
the alpine flower gardens of Daisetsu Mountains, 
the plains garden of Ueno Farm (home of leading 
designer Sayuki Ueno) and Daisetsu Mori-no 
Garden where the six competition gardens and 
three designers gardens, including the Kenzo 
Makino floral ski jump (pictured), will be on display. 
From 30 May until 4 October. hgs.co.jp/en 
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BEAUTIFUL 
TREES MAKE 
A HOUSE 

A HOME. \tZ 


We're Bartlett Tree Experts, a 100+ year old tree and shrub care 
company with global reach and local roots. We provide expert, attentive 
service, a Safety-first record and a range of services that includes: 


+ Tree & Shrub Pruning + Fertilisation & Soil Care 
+ Cabling & Bracing + Insect & Disease Management 


NY7 BARTLETT 
]/_TREE EXPERTS = 


SCIENTIFIC TREE CARE SINCE 1907 


FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR TREES. 


} } My ft} J 


Please Call 01234 354673 or visit BARTLETT.COM Fa Ed 


ITALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


Maximum 14 people per holiday = ew oy s 5 a) @ Travel by luxury small 
2015 dates at 2014 prices : , zt BS eee “ coach 


@ Local guides and guided 


Prices from £1990 per person a 
garden visits included 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Giardino di Ninfa, Villa d’Este, 
Castello Ruspoli, Bomarzo, Villa Lante, 
2015: 6 May, 20 May, 10 Jun, 9 Sep 


@ Extensions to each tour 
and can be arranged for 
individuals 


@ Stay at 4 and 5 star 


TUSCANY th + Se [ he a Srp ee hotels, two per tour, 3 
- nights in each 


Grabau, Villa Oliva, Parco di Villa Reale Foes = : ae 
2015: 31 May, 5 July, 6 Sep a se ; ; _ ee 71 : e British Airways flights 
a 5 Ss included 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE _ mom = 1G i : SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 
Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, Villa Same : “ ‘ ian oi Sees: 
Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre a La ecole aR VPP oa 01 752 878075 
2015: 12 May, 16 Jun, 7 Jul, 8 Sep “= ; — ee 

THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 


TRAVEL ORGANISING 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 
FOUNDED 1989 


Visits to: La Mortella, Caserta, Villa Rufolo * ' taut inne 

: F m ; es ae) 
2015: 30 April, 4 Jun, 17 Sep SS - ¥  @ Ge er Bg OABIA 
THE VENETO AND VERONA 


Visits to: Villa Pisani, Villa Emo, Villa Rizzardi - : a . 
2015: 3 Jun www.expressionsholidays.co.uk “—v PPRESSLCWS 


Golden opportunity 

Landscape architect studio James Corner Field Operations has 
won a competition to create a new 13-acre park bordering San 
Francisco's iconic Golden Gate Bridge. Presidio Parkway will 
connect the historic areas of Main Post and Crissy Field, and will 
include a series of beach ridges that curve over the tunnelled 
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road, creating spaces for people to gather, be entertained and 
enjoy the views across the bay to Alcatraz island. James Corner 
Field Operations, in collaboration with Diller Scofidio + Renfro, is 
the design team behind New York's celebrated High Line. The 
new park is expected to be completed in 2018. 


The big picture 

‘Henry Moore: Back to a Land; a major 
exhibition of more than 120 of the Yorkshire 
artist's work, opens this month at the 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park. It includes such 


well-known monumental sculptures as 
Large Two Forms (1966-69), shown above, 
and Large Reclining Figure (1984), as well 
as maquettes and drawings that will be 
displayed in the Underground Gallery. 

7 March — 6 September; ysp.co.uk 
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update 


Eastside story 

Eastside City Park, Birmingham's first new park in 130 years, has won the 2014 Landscape Institute 
Award for best Medium Scale Development. Designed by Patel Taylor and Allain Provost (the team 
behind the Thames Barrier Park), the park includes two formal lawns linked by a paved promenade, 
which is framed by a series of steel pergolas clad in wisteria. Sculptural lighting towers are faced with 
leaf-patterned panels, and there's also a 190m-long water feature with crossing points. 


In Churchill’s steps 

To mark the 50th anniversary of Sir Winston Churchill's 
death, his birthplace Blenheim Palace is to open a memorial 
garden in June. Designed by Kim Wilkie, the garden features 
a brick pathway, beginning at the Temple of Diana (above), 
along which key milestones in Churchill's life are celebrated, 
and a flowerbed planted with bands of snowdrops, poppies, 
cornflowers and coreopsis. blenheimpalace.com 


* Speakers for this year’s 
SGD Spring Conference 
on the role of grasses in 
planting design today 
include Noél Kingsbury, Neil 
Lucas, Sarah Price and Brita 
von Schoenaich. 21 March, 
Royal Geographical Society, 
London. To book call 01989 
566695 or visit sgd.org.uk 

« At Gravetye Manor 
designer Anthony Noel 
gives a talk on ‘Big Ideas in 
Small Spaces’ on 12 March. 
On 12 May, head gardener 
at Barnsley House in the 
Cotswolds, Richard Gatenby, 
will explain how he adheres 
to the design principles of 
Rosemary Verey. £55 each 
talk, including lunch with 
wine. Tel 01342 810567; 
gravetyemanor.co.uk 

* Gardens Illustrated 
contributor Derry Watkins 
will reveal how she and 

her husband carved their 
beautiful garden near 

Bath out of fields of clay, in 
alecture at West Dean 
College on 21 March, £71. 
Tel 0844 4994408; 
www.westdean.org.uk 

+ Discover the works 

of Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh in a series of 
short talks by RIBA curators 
and free Friday tours to 
accompany the Mackintosh 
Architecture exhibition at 
The Architectural Gallery, 
RIBA, 66 Portland Place, 
London. 27 March — 

22 May (not Good Friday), 
architecture.com 

« Ane-learning course on 
how to practise water 
conservation in the 
garden and wider 
landscape is now available 
at htalearning.org.uk 
(introductory price £10 plus 
VAT until mid July 2015). 
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EASTSIDE CITY PARK BY PETER COO 
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Kentian Throne Large Moot Seat painted Blue 


Leagrave BS ater paint White 
Traditional, Contemporary & Bespoke Garden Furniture 


Made from lroko or Oak Made in the UK 
Andrew Crace, 33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 www.andrewcrace.com 


1 French dressing 
The extraordinary gardens at 
Chateau de Marqueyssac 
take the art of topiary to new 
heights. Situated high on a 
hilltop overlooking the 
Dordogne valley, the garden 
contains more than 

150,000 hand-pruned 

Buxus sempervirens 

shrubs, spread over 

ll acres of terrace gardens. 
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Annie Guilfoyle is Director 
of Garden Design at KLC 
School of Design. She is 
also Garden Course 
Co-ordinator at West Dean 
College and runs her own 
garden design studio. 
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Thinking outside 
tne box 


If box balls and bay pyramids are all that spring 
to mind when you think of topiary, then it’s high 
time to Sharpen your shears and think again 


WORDS ANNIE GUILFOYLE 
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design ideas 


opiary is the art of training and pruning 

plants into a shape or form they would 

not naturally grow. It’s a practice that 
dates back millennia. We know that the ancient 
Romans used to clip box (Buxus sempervirens) 
into animal shapes, human figures and even letters 
depicting the name of the garden owner. However, 
the Romans were probably not the first people to 
practice topiary; it may have begun even earlier in 
some Mediterranean or Asian cultures. 

Although its exact origins are unknown, there 
is evidence that topiary has been used in almost 
every historical garden period since ancient Rome, 
which is quite extraordinary. This specialised 


2 Simplicity 

Belgian landscape designer 
Chris Ghyselen has created 
a simple and contemporary 
topiary garden featuring large 
rectangles of box. Set at 
varying heights, the clipped 
box forms strong shadows 
and interesting lines. It will 
provide interest throughout 
the year and look quite 
different as the light changes 


throughout the day. 


3 Dancing designs 
The glorious gardens of 
Chatsworth House in 
Derbyshire are well known for 
several features, including the 
magnificent water cascade. 
However, this row of clipped 
Taxus baccata Aurea Group 
adds a humorous touch to 
the landscape. They have 
been allowed to grow at 
jaunty angles and look almost 
like wavering human forms. 


4 Organic shapes 
A large, clipped collar of 
Buxus sempervirens 
surrounds this majestic 
tree at Stavordale Priory in 
Somerset. Topiary specialist 
Jake Hobson of Niwaki now 
maintains this unusual 
sculptural piece. 


pruning practice has never lost its appeal and 


remains as popular today as ever. Topiary is often 
associated with traditional or formal gardens but 
delve a little deeper and you will soon discover that 
there are lots of innovative and contemporary 
ideas for shaping and training plants. 

Aside from adding a purely decorative or 
whimsical element to the garden, topiary works 
well as a focal point or to define areas within a 
garden. Clipped cubes, columns or domes can be 
positioned within areas of planting and borders, to 
create contrast, add structure and provide scale. 
They can also be used to add definition to a winter 
garden. For a dramatic effect, quantity is crucial, [> 
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5 Theatricality 


This wonderfully theatrical 
garden in Kent was designed 
and created by the garden 
owner Charlotte Molesworth. 
The imaginative topiary 
shapes not only give the 
garden a sense of fun, but also 
add year-round interest. 


6 Hedging 

your bets 

With the threat of box blight 
becoming more prevalent, Ilex 
crenata is stealing the stage 
when it comes to topiary. 
Neat, evergreen leaves similar 
to box are easy to clip and 
shape. Ilex will grow in a wide 
variety of soils and situations 
making it very desirable 

for creative topiary. 


7 Bronze beauty 


While evergreen shrubs may 


seem like the obvious choice 
for clipping and pruning, 
deciduous shrubs, such 

as Fagus sylvatica, are 
excellent contenders. Here 
at Broughton Grange in 
Oxfordshire the beech 
columns are in full winter glory 
retaining their brown leaves 
from the previous season, 
providing excellent contrast 
to rich, dark evergreens. 


[> as demonstrated in the Topiary Lawn at Great 
Dixter, in East Sussex. Here several large Taxus 
baccata appear to float above the wild flower 
meadow. They cast long, lingering shadows across 
the garden in late afternoon, adding yet another 
dimension to this extremely magical place. 

When you're choosing plant material to shape, 
it’s best to look beyond traditional box and bay; it 
is even possible to venture away from using 
evergreens. The outline shape formed by a 
deciduous shrub in winter could be almost as 
interesting as when covered in leaves during 
spring and summer. Shrubs, such as forsythia and 
lavender, can be clipped into fabulous flowery 


forms, but you do need to pay careful attention to 


the timing of when you prune plants. If you prune 
at the wrong point in the year, you may inhibit the 
flowering and lose the colourful, dramatic effect 
you have set out to create. 

Some people are becoming reluctant to use 
box especially if they have previously encountered 
the fungal disease box blight (Cylindrocladium 
buxicola or Pseudonectria buxi). If you know there 
has been evidence of box blight in your area, you 
may wish to consider using an alternative plant. 
Plants with finely textured, small leaves, such as 
berberis, hebe, yew and lavender, tend to work 
best. Japanese holly (Ilex crenata) makes a very 
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fine substitute for box; it’s slow growing, glossy 
leaved and compact. And, although its leaves are 
extremely finely toothed, it can easily be mistaken 
for box at first glance. 

Tlex crenata is one of the most commonly used 
plants for ‘cloud pruning; a term used to describe 
shaping a shrub into a series of rounded spheres to 
resemble clouds or large green pom-poms. Cloud 
pruning is growing in popularity and has been 
championed by pruning expert Jake Hobson and 
his company Niwaki (which is Japanese for garden 
tree). Jake, who trained in Japan, calls his style 
organic topiary, and is particularly interested in the 
idea of the garden as a landscape and using topiary 


to define it, whether it’s cloud pruning, formal 


topiary or authentic Japanese niwaki— or a fusion 
of all three. His advice for anyone thinking of 
giving topiary a go is: “Have a plan, but don’t be 
afraid to change or develop your plan as the plant 
grows, or as you and your garden change.” 

In my humble opinion it’s now time to take 
hedge shaping to a new dimension. I think we’ve 
seen enough of the wavy hedges popularised by 
Piet Oudolf (long since removed from his own 
garden at Hummelo). The most innovative hedges 
I have seen for a long time are those at Marchants 
Hardy Plants Nursery in East Sussex, where 
nursery owner Graham Gough has created [> 


8 Cloud nine 

Tom Stuart-Smith's 2008 
Chelsea show garden 
designed for Laurent-Perrier, 
featured these elegant 

cloud pruned Carpinus 
betulus (hornbeam). 

When cloud pruning a 
deciduous shrub, such as 
beech or hornbeam, you 
should try not to cut through 
the leaves. This creates a 
looser, more relaxed look 


and the leaves will not brown. 
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9 Cutting edge 
Asense of humour is such 
an important element in any 
garden and this wave-like 
hedge adds a comic touch 
to Le Jardin Plume 

in Normandy. Creative 
curves also act as a foil 

to the tall, airy perennials 
and grasses that move 
and sway in the garden 

on either side. 


10 Crowning glory 
Marchants Hardy Plants in 
East Sussex is not only a 
marvellous nursery and an 
important destination for 
plant hunters but the garden 
is also full of inspiring ideas. 
Various shrubs and hedges 
are pruned in imaginative 
ways, such as this box 
where the top has been 
allowed to remain shaggy. 


11 Curious conifers 
Cloud pruning conifers is a 
really good way to keep them 
in check and at the same 
time provide an unusual 
green wall. The marvellous 
thing about topiary and cloud 
pruning is that you can 
experiment and let the plant 
shape be a guide to the way 
you create your design. 


2 Ss 


\” READER EVENT 

Annie Guilfoyle will be 
explaining how to overcome 
the challenges of designing a 
small garden at the Gardens 
Illustrated Festival in April. 

As part of the festival, held 

in the Cotswold town of 
Malmesbury, we are hosting 
tours of nearby Abbey House 
Gardens, famed for its topiary. 
For details of talks and 

tours see page 8 or visit 
gardensfestival.com 


> interesting and unusual hedges to border the 
gardens. Asymmetrical, organically shaped box 
gives the garden great character and will no 
doubt develop from year to year (see image 10). 
Perhaps the time has now come to move away 
from traditional topiary shapes and be far more 
adventurous? Leading garden designer Cleve West 
is now using topiary as an abstract art form and 
creating shapes that derive from his imagination. 
“T like all forms of topiary,” admits Cleve, “but 
lately ’ve been drawn to more abstract, organic 
and even surreal forms. Used wisely, topiary can 
lend structure, harmony, rhythm, scale, humour, 
direction, emphasis, narrative, atmosphere, 


mystery, frivolity and focus. Used badly, it can 


ruin a garden.” 

If you want to have the look of topiary-shaped 
shrubs without the bother of clipping; then there 
are many rounded shrubs that provide the topiary 
effect and you don’t need to worry about when or 
how to trim them. Hebe topiaria, Viburnum 
davidii, Santolina rosmarinifolia and Pittosporum 
tenuifolium “Tom Thumb are all well worth 
considering. Take a look at these — you never 
know it may even encourage you to get the shears 


out and try for yourself. 


NEXT MONTH Creating a cohesive design. 
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Where to see 

* Abbey Gardens, Malmesbury, Wiltshire 
¢ Alnwick Garden, Northumberland 
* Biddulph Grange, Staffordshire 

* Blickling Hall, Norfolk 

* Chastleton House, Oxfordshire 

* Hatfield House, Hertfordshire 

* Hidcote Manor, Gloucestershire 

* Levens Hall, Cumbria 

+ Lytes Cary Manor, Somerset 

* Packwood House, Warwickshire 

* West Green House, Hampshire 


Suppliers 

¢ burgonandball.com Sells wire frames 
for training topiary. 

* crowntopiary.co.uk Nursery specialising in 
topiary, based in Hertfordshire. 

« niwaki.com Run by Jake Hobson, one of 
the UK's leading experts in topiary, Niwaki 
sells top-quality equipment for the 
pruning and training of plants. 

* romantic-garden-nursery.co.uk 
Specialist nursery with large range of 
topiary, mature shrubs and trees. 


12 Through the 
looking glass 

Levens Hall in Cumbria is one 
of the oldest and finest 
topiary gardens in world. The 
garden was laid out in the 
1690s and many of the large 
topiary shapes are more than 
300 years old. Particularly 
famous are the King and 
Queen chess pieces anda 
Judge’s Wig (shown left). 


Further reading 

¢ The Art of Creative Pruning: 
Inventive ideas for training 
and shaping trees and 
shrubs by Jake Hobson 
(Timber Press, 2011). 

* A Practical Guide to Topiary 
by Jenny Hendy 
(Southwater, 2012). 

* Topiary and the Art of 
Training Plants by 
David Joyce (Firefly 
Books, 2000). 

* Topiary Basics: The Art of 
Shaping Plants in Gardens 
and Containers by 
Margherita Lombardii and 
Cristiana Serra Zanetti 
(Sterling, 1999). 

« Topiary Design and 
Technique by Christopher 
Crowder and Michaeljon 
Ashworth (The Crowood 
Press, 2006). 


Useful websites 

« ebts.org The European Boxwood and 
Topiary Society. Useful website for finding 
out more about topiary around the world 

* topiaryintheuk.co.uk A county-by-county 
guide of gardens to visit. 

* topiary.org.uk International association of 
topiary growers and suppliers. Lots of 


useful information on all aspects of topiary. 
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Visit our website today to see our full range of products or ring to discuss your requirements. 


Arches * Pergolas * Gazebos *« Bowers * Obelisks * Screens * Fruit Cages 


www.agriframes.co.uk | 0845 260 4450 (local rate) Glos '5 
VALID UNTIL 30.04.15 


AGRIFRAMES IS PART OF THE ¥#t 2&™€r GROUP * See website for details 


South Africa 
& Namibia 


October/November 2015 


The Western Cape 


* stunning private gardens and 
Kirstenbosch 


* exceptional wildlife reserve in 
Little Karoo 


* Grootbos Nature Reserve 


Namibia 

* deserts, canyons, flora and fauna 

* amazing landscapes, towering 
dunes 

* succulents, lithops and quiver 
trees 


Charming hotels and lodges 
Small groups 


Fully guided Fa: Se ANTIQUE & FINE REPRODUCTION 
GARDEN ORNAMENT 


S U S A iN W O R N e R lh O U R S Taddington Manor, Taddington, Gloucestershire, 


England GL54 sry Tel: 01386 584 414 
www.architectural-heritage.co.uk 


www.susanwornertours.com « 01423 326 300 


Garden and Wild Flower Tours to France, Italy, Switzerland, Portugal, 
Morocco, South Africa and Namibia 
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design sourcebook 


THE SHORT LIST 


Pruning tools 


Spring pruning needn't be a chore with our pick of tools for tackling woody stems 


CURVED HANDLE POWERFUL PERFORMANCE GERMAN PRECISION 
Opinel No. 8 folding pruning knife/ ARS loppers, from £65, Tina 613 pruning knife, £72.99, 
grafting billhook, £12.46, OutdoorGB, Niwaki, 


Great Dixter Shop, 


0845 120 4500, outdoorgb.com 0345 474 1041, niwaki.com 01797 254047, greatdixtershop.co.uk 
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STAINLESS STEEL BLADE RUNNER 


GOOD VALUE 
Sophie Conran secateurs, £24.95, Pocket sharpening stone, £12, Bulldog pruning saw, £16.62, 
Burgon & Ball, Labour and Wait, Quality Garden Tools, 
0114 233 8262, burgonandball.com 020 7729 6253, labourandwait.co.uk 0800 783 2202, qualitygardentools.com 


LIGHTWEIGHT AND COMPACT SELF SHARPENING FIRM FAVOURITE 
Silky F-180 folding pocket saw, £20.21, Jakoti hand shears, £24, Felco No. 2 Original secateurs, £39.99, 
Abbey Garden, Jakoti Hand Shears, World of Felco, 
01822 614053, abbeygardensales.co.uk 01749 938008, handshears.co.uk 020 8829 8850, worldoffelco.co.uk 
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Book reviews, competition, crossword, back issues 


These large, blue Himalayan oMoicdrcronopas grandis), 
which mingle here with aquilegias and Allium Stipitatum 
‘Mount Everest’ are one the passions of Rosanna James 
whose garden, Slejstitholmedale in Yorkshire, is featured 
in Kirst Ladies of Gardening»reviewed on page 97. 
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THE STORY OF THE KING 
UNDER THE CAR PARK 


A new special edition explores the life and times of a controversial 


monarch — whose legacy is still fiercely debated today 


Richard III has frequently been in ONLY 


the news since his remains were 
found beneath a Leicester car 
park two years ago. Now, as he is 
to be buried in Leicester Cathedral, 
Richard III: The Story of the King under 
the Car Park offers the ultimate guide to 
this famous - and infamous - monarch. 


PLUS POSTAGE* 


Inside you will find: 

@ Key events of his life and times 

@ Fresh insights from leading historians 

@ The dark tale of the Princes in the Tower 

@ The story of how his remains were discovered 


On sale from 26 February 
- pre-order today to ensure you don’t miss out! 
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Pre-order online 
or call us on 


+ Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Lines are open 8am-8pm weekdays & 9am-1pm Saturday. 
* Prices including postage are: £11.49 for UK residents, £12.99 for Etrope and £13.49 for Rest of World. All orders subject to availability. Please allow up to 35 days for delivery. 


Book reviews 


FIRST LADIES 
OF GARDENING 
by Heidi Howcroft, 
photography by 
Marianne Majerus 


Frances Lincoln, £20 
ISBN 978-0711236431 


A celebration of late 20th-century English 
gardens and their female creators, and the 
gardening skills needed to care for them. 


Reviewer Paula McWaters is a gardening writer and editor. 


In the foreword, author and 
photographer acknowledge that 
they didn’t set out to find ‘first 
ladies of gardening’ but gathered 
them by default when they 
realised that so many of the late 
20th-century gardens on their 
shortlist of favourites happened 
to have been created and 
maintained by women. 

Fourteen women have 
been chosen: one half of the 
book is peopled with obvious 
contenders, such as Gertrude 
Jekyll, Vita Sackville-West, Beth 
Chatto and Mary Keen, and the 
other half introduces women of 
recent influence, Xa Tollemache 
at Helmingham Hall and Helen 
Dillon in Dublin, with some 
less familiar names. By no means 
will all readers agree these are 
‘the 14 most important lady 
gardeners of the last 100 years; 
but there is much to appreciate 
and learn from their beautifully 
photographed gardens. 

Taking us on a detailed 
guided tour of each garden, the 
author fleshes out the themes 


and values that define each of 
their creators, taking pains to 
acknowledge the organisational 
skills and traditional working 
methods that go into making 
great gardens. Family 
connections are explored, 

such as the three generations 
who have created the lovely 
Sleightholmedale in Yorkshire 
and the quietly toiling husbands 
such as Margery Fish’s Walter. 

A particularly enjoyable 
chapter is ‘Miss Havergal’s Girls’ 
about the influential and 
rigorous Waterperry School of 
Horticulture, a kind of finishing 
school for female gardeners, 
which turned out many highly 
qualified and gifted students. 
The gardens at Waterperry 
remain an inspiration. 

One guiding principle to take 
from the book comes from the 
Sissinghurst chapter: ‘A good 
gardener never stops learning. 
Vita did not think of herself as 
an expert, was modest about her 
achievements and, above all, 
never shirked hard work? 
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books 


THE ARTIST’S 

GARDEN, AMERICAN 
IMPRESSIONISM AND 
THE GARDEN MOVEMENT 
edited by Anna O Marley 


University of Pennsylvania 
Press, £29.50 
ISBN 978-0812246650 


A scholarly but easily accessible work that 
looks at the connections between American 
impressionism and the garden movement. 


Reviewer Noél Kingsbury is a writer and plantsman. 


In 1907, landscape architect 
Beatrix Farrand wrote an article 
urging American gardeners to 
learn from the impressionists’ 
use of colour and light. She 
was speaking to an audience 
that by this time had had 
considerable opportunity to 
appreciate the connections 
between painting and garden 
making — the best-known 
American painter in the 
impressionist mould, Childe 
Hassam, had been producing 
flower-spattered garden images 
for some two decades. 

The title conjures up images 
of romantic, informal gardens 
inspired by colourful, light- 
soaked paintings. This book 
is, however, about a great deal 
more. It also has considerably 
more insight and is far more 
controversial than might be first 
guessed. It covers the period at 
the end of the 19th century and 
early 20th century when the 
rapidly expanding American 
middle class began to develop its 
own style of gardening, heavily 


influenced by the Arts and 
Crafts movement. For the first 
time, beautiful gardens were 
being made by their owners, 
not by hired staff. 

Essays by seven contributors 
cover American artists and their 
own gardening, the use of wild 
flowers, the growth of mass- 
circulation lifestyle magazines 
— many of which included 
garden pages in brash colours, 
the depiction of public parks 
and the importance of women 
landscape designers. A strong 
theme is that garden making 
was closely linked to the 
self-awareness of a middle 
class alienated both from the 
immensely wealthy ‘robber 
barons’ and the industrial city. 
Part of this was the discovery 
of a new American patriotism, 
expressed through a fashion 
for growing native plants. The 
tone is occasionally academic, 
but very readable — one of 
those rare books that considers 
garden making in its cultural, 
social and political context. 


Book offer 


RRP £20. Reader offer price £18.50 including p&p. 


Book offer 
Sorry no offer on this title. 
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Alpin 


Garden ¢ 


Society ~ 


For plants people... 


We publish a |28 page full colour quarterly Journal FREE to members 
containing articles on a wide range of plants and information on how to 
grow them. Other membership benefits include: 


° World’s largest seed exchange 
* Conferences and workshops 
* On-line plant encyclopaedia 

* Shows and plant sales 

* Guided plant tours 

* Local Groups 


Special Membership Offer! 


Join now & receive your FREE copy 
of ‘Portraits of Alpine Plants’. 
(Worth £15.00) 


Call today or visit our website quoting 
R172 for this limited membership offer. 


Hand crafted in 
Oak, Chestnut, Red 
Cedar or Painted Pine 


Visit us online at 
sittingspiritually.co.uk 
Tel: 01297 443084 Email: martin@sittingspiritually.co.uk 


— Swings for all ages — 


Ke 


CARRIER COMPANY 


norfolk england 


Rural Workwear. & Accessories. 
Handmad@sin Norfolk, England. 


www. carriercompany.co.uk 
+44 .(0)1328-820699 


Church Farm*House, Wighton, Norfolk, NR23. LAL, UK 


etulpecliten wood protection 


Mainiaine the natural Et of the wood 


and limits the greying —_—- 
> Prolongs wood lifetime 

> Algae and fungal decay protection 
> Transparent 425 Oak finish, 


420 Clear and 428 Cedar finish 
now available 


comet if 


| Oak ik UV- 
' Protection-Oil 


+44 (0)1296 481 220 
www.osmouk.com 


Images courtes of Andrew & Mark Hoskins 


Book reviews 


HE PLANT LOVER’S GUIDE TO 


SN@V/Dk SPS 


THE PLANT LOVER’S 
GUIDE TO SNOWDROPS 
by Naomi Slade 


Timber Press in association 
with Kew, £17.99 
ISBN 978-1604694352 


An authoritative and well-illustrated 
monograph covering the tiny winter 
flowers that spark such passion. 


Reviewer Stephanie Donaldson is a garden writer. 


Naomi Slade has had a bit of a 
thing about snowdrops since 
childhood when she marked 
Valentine’s Day by venturing 
down to the bottom of the 
garden to pick a posy to give to 
her mother. Her enduring love 
of snowdrops shines through 
in her writing and it’s rare that 
a monograph is as entertaining 
a read as this book. 

Dedicated galanthophiles 
are already well catered for 
with the definitive Snowdrops: 
A Monograph of Cultivated 
Galanthus co-authored by three 
luminaries of the world of 
snowdrops, Matt Bishop, John 
Grimshaw and Aaron Davis. 
This book is for the rest of us — 
who are interested rather than 
obsessed — and would like 
someone to guide us through 
the basics of cultivation and 
advise us on which cultivars 
are the easiest to grow. 

There’s loads of good 
practical advice explained in 
a very accessible way. For 
example, there is the 


recommendation that 
snowdrops should be planted 
where you don’t garden much — 
in other words not in a border 
where you are likely to disturb 
the dormant bulbs later in the 
year. It’s also useful for beginners 
to know that growing them in 
containers is seldom successful 
unless they are cosseted. 

Having thoroughly enthused 
us regarding the charms of the 
snowdrop, the ‘Spotter’s Guide’ 
section is where temptation 
starts to beckon. Fortunately, 
the author steers away from 
the rarified treasures that 
dedicated galanthophiles 
obsess about and bases her 
selection on ‘availability, charm, 
interest and personal taste. 

This certainly worked for me as 
I unexpectedly found myself 
writing a list of six cultivars 

I didn’t previously know 

I wanted. I just need to 
remember the quote from 
snowdrop specialist Joe 
Sharman ‘if you want to bea 
galanthophile, get rich first!’ 


GARDEN 
7ORAGER 
4 Lago Be 


Your Own Back Yard 


books 


THE GARDEN FORAGER: 
EDIBLE DELIGHTS IN YOUR 
OWN BACK YARD 

by Adele Nozedar, illustrations 
by Lizzie Harper 


Square Peg, £12.99 
ISBN 978-0224098892 


A guide to more than 40 popular garden 
§ 8 
plants with culinary medicinal or even 


cosmetic potential. 


Reviewer Andy Hamilton is a forager, writer and brewer. 


I worry a little about 
recommending The Garden 
Forager; if | speak of it too 
favourably do I run the risk of 
unleashing a hoard of hungry 
mouths into the gardens of 
Britain? Will the 50 per cent 
of this country that live in the 
suburbs rise up and start to 
munch their way through their 
neighbours’ prize blooms? 
But this is not my guilt to 
carry as with or without my 
recommendation I’m sure 
begonia’s, Chinese dogwood, 
spiderwort and sedum will be 
on several dinner plates thanks 
to its author Adele Nozedar. 
The book is a rare treasure 
and is as beautifully written as it 
is illustrated. It is easy to use 
as a reference too. Each plant 
is listed alphabetically using its 
common name, from amaranth 
to witch hazel. For those just 
starting out in gardening 
the botanical drawings with 
detailed descriptions will help. 
But what I found a real joy 
was Adele’s accompanying text. 


She gives each plant context 
and we are informed of the 
country of origin of the 

plants along with where they 
all sit, both historically and 
culturally. Anyone with a 
passing interest in herbal 
medicine will also benefit from 
reading about the medicinal 
uses of these 47 plants. 

This is a foraging book and 
so it would not be complete 
without some recipes, which is 
what really roused my interest. 
As I read my mouth is watering 
looking at the culinary uses 
gathered from around the world. 
I sit awaiting next season 
imagining lilac pavlova, linden 
chocolate, rose petal and orange 
kulfi, and sunflower seed 
hummus all washed down with 
a spot of witch hazel tea or 
sumac lemonade. 

It is not often I get as excited 
by a book as I have with The 
Garden Forager but I am 
struggling to find fault. Your 
amaranth, hostas and day lilies 
may be less impressed. 


Book offer 


RRP £17.99. Reader offer price £16.50 including p&p. 


Book offer 


RRP £12.99. Reader offer price £11.99 including p&p. 
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Book 


= GROW ss 
ALL YOU CAN EAT | 
3 SQUARE FEET 


Grow your own food 
on one square metre 


GROW ALL YOU CAN EAT 
IN 3 SQUARE FEET 
Dorling Kindersley, £14.99 
ISBN 978-0241180013 


ONE MAGIC SQUARE 
by Lolo Houbein, 

Green Books, £19.99. 
ISBN 978-0857842800 


Two books that examine the practicalities 


of growing a large volume of food in an 


extremely small space. 


4 


Reviewer Lia Leendertz is a garden writer and allotmenteer. 


Here are two books very much 
covering similar ground, albeit 
one in metric and one in 
imperial measurements. The 
puzzle both are concerned with 
is this: most new gardeners who 
want to learn how to grow their 
own food are city dwellers, and 
so have little space. Both books 
conclude that the way forward is 
to teach them how to garden in 
one square metre/three square 
feet beds in an intensive way. 

One Magic Square is an 
American book that has been 
adapted for the UK market 
and climate, and it does read as 
such, with slightly jarring 
juxtapositions of phrases such 
as ‘Hardware for the Food 
Garden’ up against observations 
on the British weather. 

The book is extremely light 
on illustrations and the large 
majority of it is given over to 
dispensing basic gardening 
advice. Still, it contains some 
lovely ideas for the magic 
squares, a massive 36 in total, 


and Lolo Houbein’s writing is 
easy and chatty. 

Grow All You Can Eat in 
3 Square Feet is really the more 
satisfying of the pair. Although 
there are far fewer ‘three-square 
feet’ bed plans, each has been 
planted up and photographed 
through the season, and 
several pages are given over to 
discussing how to take the plan 
through a whole year. The 
reader is therefore reassured that 
the author has actually tried the 
plan and that it can work well 
(although said author doesn’t 
seem to be acknowledged 
anywhere, despite credits for 
designers, indexers etc). The rest 
of the book is given over to lots 
of other ideas for growing in 
small spaces, such as attaching 
guttering to a wall and planting 
herb hanging baskets. Few 
readers could come away from 
this book thinking that they 
don’t have enough space 
to grow food, and all would be 
well armed to get started. 


Book offers 


One Magic Square RRP £19.99. Reader offer price £18.50. 3 Square 
Feet RRP £14.99. Reader offer price £13.49 both including p&p. 
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Whether you're short of ideas for designing your garden or 
perennials to plant, or simply short of space, help is at hand 


: eke 5 Pz 
Essential 
Perennials 


Little ~ 
FRUIT TREE 


net 


Garden Design 


ESSENTIAL PERENNIALS OFFER 


by Ruth Rogers Clausen Hele 
and Thomas Christopher 

Timber Press, £35 

ISBN 978-1604693164 


A guide to more than 2,700 plants. 
Aimed at a US market, but with 
plenty of advice for UK readers. 


GROW A LITTLE ene 
FRUIT TREE £10.99 
by Ann Ralph 

Storey, £11.99 

ISBN 978-1612120546 


Another US title but with tips on 
keeping trees small for gardeners 
on both sides of the Atlantic. 


GARDEN DESIGN: OFFER 
A BOOK OF IDEAS a 


by Heidi Howcroft and 

Marianne Majerus 

Firefly Books, £30 

ISBN 978-1845339210 

An unmistakably beautiful book, 
with useful design ideas. 


GREAT GARDEN DESIGN OFFER 


by lan Hodgson ee 
Frances Lincoln, £25 
ISBN 978-0711235731 


Some useful design solutions 
offered by members of the 
Society of Garden Designers. 
With forward by John Brookes. 


Most featured books are available to readers at special 
rates. For details of book offers, arranged in association 
with EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 or go to 
gardensillustrated.com/offers 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed here, and 
mentioned in the magazine, are available to order via gardensillustrated.com/ 
offers. Alternatively, call 01872 562318 with your credit or debit card details, 

or send a cheque payable to Gardens Illustrated to: Gardens Illustrated 
Bookshop, PO Box 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4WJ. 

Free delivery within UK. Worldwide delivery available with p&p calculated per 
order, please call 01872 562318 for a quote. Immediate Media Company is the 
data controller under the Data Protection Act 1998. All book orders are subject 
to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last. 
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Competition 


WIN a Hayter Harrier 48 lawn mower 


HAYTE 


ME MAKERS OF THE FINEST MOWERS 


It’s time to start getting our lawns into shape. To help, we have teamed up 
with Hayter to offer two readers the chance to win a top-of-the-range 
Harrier 48 variable speed lawn mower. 

The Harrier 48 rear roller rotary mower is ideal for medium to large lawns; 
the rear roller on this powerful, self-propelled machine gives a superb striped 
finish to fine lawns and, with the cutter blades raised, it is also 
excellent for cutting rougher areas. With its powerful collection 
abilities, the Harrier 48 can also be used to remove autumn 
leaves from the lawn. The variable speed Autodrive allows 
the speed to be adjusted while the EcoPlus™ engines offer 
25 per cent less exhaust emissions and 51 per cent less 
evaporative emissions — making this among the greenest 
mowers around. The Briggs & Stratton Readystart® engine carries 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
the guarantee that the engine will always start within two pul Is. 1The promoter is Immediate Media Company Bristol. 2 Entrants must be UK residents aged 18 
years or older, excluding the promoter’s employees. 3 The closing date for entries is 11.59pm on 
Built in Hertfordshire to Hayter’s high standa rds of qual ity and robustness, 31 March 2015. Entries received after the closing date of the promotion will not be considered. 4 By 
7 : . mae . : entering the promotion, the participants agree to be bound by these terms and conditions; that their 
the Harrier 48 is covered by a five-year walta nty and the friction disc gives a surname and county of residence may be released if they win a prize and that should they win the 


promotion, their name and likeness may be used by the Promoter for prearranged promotional 
purposes. 5 Entrants must supply to Immediate Media Company Limited their full name, email 


lifetime guarantee against engine crankshaft damage. 


* H H ar address and daytime telephone number. The Promoter will use entrants’ personal details in 
For more info rmation on the full ra nge of Hayter MOWETS, visit accordance with the Immediate Privacy Policy (www.immediatemedia.co.uk/privacy-policy). 6 Only 
hayter.co.uk or call 01279 603020. one entry will be permitted per person, regardless of method of entry. Bulk entries made by third 
parties will no be permitted. 7 The winning entrants will be the first two correct entries drawn at 
How to enter random from all the correct entries after the closing date. The draw is final and no correspondence 
will be entered into. The winners will be notified within ten days of the close of the promotion by 
For your chance to win one of the two Hayter Harrier 48 mowers, please post/telephone/email. 8 There are two prizes of a Hayter Harrier 48 lawn mower. The prize will be 
delivered to the winners via the nearest Hayter supplier. 9 There is no cash alternative and the prize 
answer the fol lowing question: will not be transferable. The prize must be taken as stated and cannot be deferred. The Promoter 
reserves the right to substitute the prize with one of the same or greater value. 10 For details of the 
Which type of mower was invented first? winner send an SAE to Immediate Media Company Bristol within two months of the closing date. 
F 11 The Promoter does not accept any responsibility for lost, delayed or fraudulent entries. 12 If any 
A Rotary B Cyl inder C Hover of the winners is unable to be contacted within 30 days of the promotion's closing date, the Promoter 
reserves the right to offer the prize to a runner up, or to re-offer the prize in any future promotion. 
Enter by post 13 The Promoter excludes liability to the full extent permitted by law for any loss, damage or injury 
; 7 occurring to the participant arising from his or her entry into the promotion or occurring to the 
Senda postca rd with your answer, along with your name, address, postcode, winner arising from his or her acceptance of a prize. 14 The promotion is subject to the laws of 
‘ England. 15 Immediate Media Company Limited (publishers of Gardens Illustrated) would love to 
email and a contact telephone number to Gardens Illustrated 219/Hayter keep you informed by post or telephone of special offers and promotions from the Immediate Media 
Mowe r, PO Box 501, Leicester LEQ4 OAA. Company Group. Please write ‘Do not contact: Immediate Media Co Ltd’ if you would prefer not to 


receive these. Gardens Illustrated would like to keep you informed of newsletters, special offers and 
other promotions by email or text message. Please write your email address and mobile number on 
your postcard if you would like to receive these. You may unsubscribe from these at any time. Hayter 
would like to keep you informed by email, post or phone of their special offers and promotions. 


Closing date 31 March 2015 Please write ‘Do not contact: Hayter’ on your entry if you would prefer not to receive these. 


Enter online at gardensillustrated.com 
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BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed 
issues of the 
magazine published 
up to 12 months 
ago: March 2014 to 
February 2015 
issues are available. 


DIGITAL VERSION 
Gardens Illustrated is 
available as a digital 
edition — search 


‘Gardens Illustrated’ eae oy 
on the App Store, "FORARY | 
Google Play or 

Zinio.com 

CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


my, 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


0844 844 0253 


+44 1795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 


| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s) 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

[ ]ukK-£4.40 per copy [1 uk - £5.50 per copy 

LJ EU - £5.20 per copy L]EU-£6.50 per copy 

LI Rest of world —- £6 per copy L_] Rest of world - £7.50 per copy 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


| would like to order slipcase(s) 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 


UK — £750 each [_] UK - £9.50 each 
LJ EU - £8.50 each | EU- £1075 each 
LI Rest of world — £9.50 each L_] Rest of world - £12 each 


Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 
PAYMENT DETAILS 


enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for & 


would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 

Visa LJ Mastercard L] Maestro a 
a 
Expiry date L] LJ | L] Issue no. (Maestro only) LJ L] 


SISAL Cee eee mene ean Date EE eee 
Title Forename 

Surname 

Address 


Fall ol 


ial a 


Pett tt 


ACROSS 

1Pinch off stem’s tip to prevent further 
growth (4) 

4 Edible mushroom in sauce 
poivrade (3) 

6 Intertwine hedge branches - left in 
cheap disarray (6) 

9 Describes a plant with flower 
clusters (10) 

10 Uncommon bit of flora 

replanted (4) 

11A deep pink fringed tulip provides an 
afternoon nap! (6) 

12 Insect-trapping plant also called 
campion (8) 

13 Crataegus — sort of er, meaty (3,4) 
15 Swear a bistort includes the rock 
cress genus! (6) 

17 Oddly likes to include Eric’s last old 
grass-cutting tool (6) 

19 A tall bearded iris — a well-known 
tragedy! (7) 

23 Damage left by falling foliage (4-4) 
25 Well, it’s coming up to that time of 
year! (6) 

26 Yours truly's in extremes of Laxton 
Superb bough (4) 

27 An inflorescence — or half weed, 
perhaps (6,4) 

28 Reaps anew a bit of asparagus (5) 
29 Rich heavy soil initially for owner of 
Harlow Carr (3) 

30 Pine wood — froma Kent 

resort? (4) 


ame 


Crossword 


ee 
Patel 2 


ae Aes 


Pty 
DOWN 


2 Saxifrage member, aka ‘Fringe 
Cups’ — a millet variety (7) 

3 Like mistletoe, Patricia's upset (9) 
4 Dull, unimaginative person in 
vegetable garden? (7) 

5 Pomegranate genus — cooked in 
a cup! (6) 

6 One who puts seeds in the ground 
or an ornamental pot (7) 

7 Soil found in footwear — thick (5) 
8 Hazelnut genus — so curly, 
disorderly (7) 

14 Regard — it’s the central part 

of a petal’s colouring (3) 

15 Earlier bit of tarragon (3) 

16 Flower mimicking a furry 

insect — ruining her bodice! (3,6) 
17 A taxonomic grouping (7) 

18 The devil of a white narcissus 
with an orange cup! (7) 

20 Pendant inflorescences — 
unusual assets covering end of 
petal (7) 

21 Partly transplant a nasturtium 
for the verbena genus (7) 

22 Shady enclosure in the 

garden (6) 

24 Coconut coir used eg for plant 
matting (5) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH'S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


FEBRUARY’S SOLUTIONS 


ACROSS 5/7 Birds Foot Trefoil 8 Tilia 9 Anchusa 10 Express 11 Lobes 13 Crocosmia 
15 Yew tree 18 Lily pad 20 Herb Paris 22 Swede 23 Spinach 25 Astelia 27 Avert 


28/14 Paperbark maple. 


DOWN 1 Eric 2 Mosaic 3 Sloe 4 Fatsia 5 Bramley 6 Slugs 8 Topsoil 12 Bower 16 Replant 
17 Earth up 19 Dieback 20 Hostas 21 Swampy 22 Satyr 24 Itea 26 Loam. 


eterna 


A stunning range of necklaces, bracelets, 
earrings, brooches and scarf rings. 

e Vintage style enamels 

e Semi-precious gemstones 

e Freshwater pearls 

e Swarovski crystals 

e On-trend metallics 

e Pierced and clip-on earrings 

e No quibble free returns service 


Regal 
South Sea shell pearls. 
Necklace: £35 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £12 


[J Tia 
Handmade, silvered teal resin. 
Necklace: £35 
Pierced Earrings: £15 
Clip-on Earrings: £18 


Zsa Zsa 
Diamond cut mesh necklace. 
Also available in a silver finish. 
Necklace: £35 


'D | Moonshadow 
Freshwater Biwa pearls. 
Sterling silver. 
Necklace: £60 
Pierced earrings: £15 
Clip-on earrings: £25 


E | Aztec 


Tri-colour statement necklace. 
Necklace: £35 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £20 


Romance 
Rose pink Austrian crystal. 
Necklace: £28 
Pierced & Clip-on earrings: £18 


[] Chequers 
Black and white enamel. 


Necklace: £30 
Pierced earrings: £12 


[ff] Gardenia 
AAA Akoya freshwater pearls set 
on diamond grade, black cubic 
zirconia mounts. Sterling silver. 
Pendant: £85 
Pierced earrings: £100 
Clip-on earrings: £110 


* Excluding P&P. 
Not valid with any other offer. 


ORDER YOUR FREE CATALOGUE TODAY! 


Call 03453 707071 | www.eternalcollection.co.uk 


Eternal House, Wades Bridge Road, Old Bridge of Tilt, Pitlochry, Perthshire, PH18 5TZ 


Spor 


ng gardens to visit 


As spring approaches, make time to visit this collection of stunning gardens and arboretums 


at this beautiful time of year 


1 ABBOTSBURY SUBTROPICAL GARDENS 
A recent winner of the HHA/ é # 

Christie's Garden of the Year ies) 
Award, and described by Alan 

Titchmarsh as “One of the finest * 
gardens I have ever visited”. 
Abbotsbury is celebrating its 
250th anniversary during 2015, 
with new features including a 
Burma Rope Bridge, lots of special 
events and more fabulous plants. 
2015 is definitely the year to visit 
Abbotsbury. 

ADDRESS Bullers Way, Abbotsbury [aes 
(nr Weymouth), Dorset DT3 4LA 
TEL 01305 871387 


WEB abbotsburygardens.co.uk 


3 MYDDELTON HOUSE GARDENS 


Marvel at the spectacular selection 
of spring bulbs on display at 
Myddelton House Gardens. 
Discover the world of EA Bowles, 
one of Britain’s most famous 
self-taught gardeners. Explore the 
charming grounds, then relax in 
the Bowles Tea Room. Garden 
entry is free. For more information 
see the website. 


ADDRESS Bulls Cross, Enfield, 
Middlesex EN2 9HG 

TEL 08456 770 600 

WEB visitleevalley.org.uk/gardens 


2 BLARNEY CASTLE 


Step into spring at Blarney Castle. The 
60 acres of gardens are a joy to explore. 
Visit the prehistoric Fern Garden, 

our deadly Poison Garden, and our 
magical Rock Close. Make a wish on 
the famous wishing steps while the 
waterfall cascades alongside. Stroll 

by the lake, river side and woodlands 
and see our magnificent collection of 
rhododendrons, azaleas and spring 
bulbs in all their splendour. But don't 
forget to kiss the famous Blarney 
Stone! Café and shops on site. 
ADDRESS Blarney, Cork, Ireland 

TEL +353 21 4385252 

WEB blarneycastle.ie 


4 SYON HOUSE AND GARDENS 


"Photo: Simon Hadleigh-Sparks. % ¥ 


The London home of the Duke of Northumberland, built on the site ofa 
mediaeval abbey, contains some of Robert Adams fine interiors with the 
spectacular Great Conservatory surrounded by ‘Capability’ Brown 
landscaped gardens. 


ADDRESS Syon Park, Brentford, Middlesex TW8 8JF 
TELO20 8560 0882 WEB syonpark.co.uk 


5 ABBEY HOUSE GARDENS 


Relax, unwind and soak up 

the perfume, colour and 
atmosphere that abound in 
these heavenly five acres of 
gardens in ancient Malmesbury 
town centre, within the 
Cotswolds. Bring friends, meet 
friends, relax by the river; 
refreshing your mind, body and 
spirit amid the country’s largest 
display of roses in a variety of 
microclimates. 

ADDRESS Malmesbury, Wiltshire 
SN16 9AS 

TEL 01666 827650 

WEB abbeyhousegardens.co.uk 


6 THE BISHOP'S PALACE AND GARDENS 
: be TS, Na er 


Over 14 acres of spectacular gardens including picturesque, romantic, 
formal, gardenesque and Victorian styles, a wild flower arboretum, 
specimen trees, a contemporary Garden of Reflection and a Community 
Garden, alongside waterfalls, well pools, a moat with resident swans and 
a stunning medieval Palace. Open daily 10am-4pm. 

ADDRESS Off Market Place, Wells, Somerset BA5 2PD 

TEL 01749 988111 WEB bishopspalace.org.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


7 BIRMINGHAM BOTANICAL GARDENS & 
GLASSHOUSES 


Fifteen. acres of themed landscaped gardens with 7,000 plants shuts and 
trees; four glasshouses, including rare species National Bonsai Collection; 
Rock Pool and Cascade; Herbaceous Borders; Alpine Yard; Rose Garden; 


Rhododendron and Woodland Walks. Children’s Playground and tearoom. 


ADDRESS Westbourne Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 3TR 
TEL 0121 454 1860 WEB birminghambotanicalgardens.org.uk 


8 PENSTHORPE NATURAL PARK 


Pensthorpe Natural Park contains 
three inspirational gardens, a 
stunning wild flower meadow and 
a beautiful lakeside environment. 
Whether you choose to enjoy the 
nature of the Wildlife Habitat 
Garden, absorb the beauty of Piet 
Oudolf’s Millennium Garden, or 
take a relaxing meander through 
the Wave Line and Wave gardens, 
Pensthorpe is able to offer 
unparalleled delights. 


ADDRESS Pensthorpe Natural Park, 
Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 OLN 

TEL 01328 851465 

WEB pensthorpe.com 


9 UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD BOT CARDEN 


Visit this hidden oasis in the centre of |” 
Oxford. Spring is a beautiful time at 
the Garden as it bursts into life. In 
addition you can journey around the 
world in the magnificent glasshouses. 


ADDRESS Rose Lane, Oxford 
OX1 4AZ 
TELO1865 286690 


WEB botanic-garden.ox.ac.uk 


10 OSTERLEY PARK AND HOUSE 


March sees a cheerful display 
of bulbs throughout the flower 
gardens at Osterley, from rare 
18th-century tulips to bright 
pockets of daffodils, crocus 
and primroses. And you may 
catch the early flowering, rare 
Banksian rose in the Tudor 
Walled Garden. Open daily, 
10am-5pm. 


ADDRESS Jersey Road, 
Isleworth, London TW7 4RB 
TEL O20 8232 5050 

WEB nationaltrust.org.uk/ 
osterley 


11 HEVER CASTLE & GARDENS 


Spring is a wonderful time to 
view the gardens as spectacular 
carpets of snowdrops, crocus 
and daffodils welcome visitors. 
Walls are covered in camellias 
and tulips are in full bloom, as 
are the rhododendrons, azaleas 
and wisteria. Spring bedding 
includes hyacinths, wallflowers 
and pansies. 


ADDRESS Hever, Edenbridge, 
Kent TN8 7NG 

TELO1732 865224 

WEB hevercastle.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Spring birds 


Attract the birds to your garden by choosing from this range of brilliant products to help birds flourish 


1 GARDENATURE 


Watch nature from the comfort of your home with 
this simple and effective way to create your very 
own wildlife TV channel. This high-quality Cedar 
Nest box with camera comes ready assembled, is 
easy to set up and fun for all the family. Quote GI. 
TEL 01473 327775 WEB gardenature.co.uk 


2 VETARK PROFESSIONAL 


Protect wild birds from disease and improve 
survival rates through the breeding season 

with CitroSan, a natural biocide extracted 

from oranges. It’s palatable and inhibits disease 
transmission at water sources while building up 
natural resistance. 

TEL 01962 844316 WEB vetark.co.uk 


3 GARDENS2YOU 


Gardens2you offers this unique heart-shaped 
bird feeder for the garden. Ideal to hang in trees 
or around your outdoor space to feed the birds. 
Makes a wonderful gift idea at only £14.99 with 
free delivery, plus quote or use the code ‘Love33’ 
for 10 per cent discount. 

TEL 01933 278857 WEB gardens2you.co.uk 


4 KEDRON PET AND GARDEN 


Beautifully crafted bird feeders and boxes, 
handmade from FSC-certified Northern 
European silver birch wood - the perfect gift for 
garden or nature lovers. Each item is attractively 
packaged in recycled natural board boxes, with 
prices from £17.95 to £19.95. For these and other 
unique gift ideas for garden, pet and home, 
please visit our website. 

WEB kedronnaturalproducts.co.uk 


5 THE OWL BOX 


The Barn Owl Nest Box with Shelf is our most 
popular box; it costs £62.50 plus postage. The 
Owl Box also offers boxes for tawny owl, little 
owl, garden birds, bats, dormouse etc. with all 
profits going to the rehabilitation of wildlife. 
TEL 01248 421091 WEB theowlbox.co.uk 


6 STOCKHOLM NEST BOX 


CJ Wildlife is the one-stop shop for all your 
garden wildlife needs. Encourage your wild birds 
to nest nearby by providing them with a new 
home this spring. This natural wood, Stockholm 
nest box (£8.95) has a 32mm entrance hole, which 
will attract a wide range of species, including Blue 
Tits, Great Tits, sparrows and Nuthatches. 

Quote UKGAR315 when you order. 

TEL 0800 731 2820 WEB birdfood.co.uk/GAR3 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Spring inspiration 


Celebrate your garden in style this spring. From beautiful craftsmanship to handmade 
pots and practical accessories, we can help to make your spring garden special 


1 LEANDER PLANT SUPPORTS 


Leander’s stunning Lobster Pot grow-through 
support in rusted iron is ideal for supporting 
peonies and poppies, and makes a lovely 
architectural feature in its own right. For this and 
many other useful and beautiful designs go to: 
WEB leanderplantsupports.co.uk 

TEL 01773 550495 


2 WHICHFORD POTTERY 


Decorated with a pretty cherry blossom roulette, 
this terracotta flowerpot (18cm high x 28cm wide) 
is handmade by Whichford Pottery, Warwickshire 
and carries a ten-year frostproof guarantee. Free 
delivery offer to mainland Britain (saving £29.50). 
£47.50 each, or a special price of £80 for two (saving 
a further £15) delivered to one address. Offer ends 
31 March 2015. T&Cs apply. Phone to order. 

TEL 01608 684416 WEB whichfordpottery.com 


3 PLANT SUPPORTS UK 


Plant supports should be regarded as an 
essential investment since the best will last for 
years. Plant Supports (UK) have the largest 
range of robust supports within the UK. All 
hand-made in Worcestershire. The Peony Cone 
shown here is only £22.94. For the complete 
range, visit our website. 

TEL 01584 781578 WEB plantsupports.co.uk 


4 STAN FAIRBROTHER 


At Stan Fairbrother’s, the range and size of the 
product is limitless, because everything produced 

at the workshop is tailor-made to your exact 
requirements, whether it be a small covered garden 
seat for a spot of quiet reading, or a large gazebo, or 
summerhouse for entertaining and family gathering. 
TEL 01772 814274 WEB stanfairbrother.co.uk 


5 PLANKBRIDGE 


Plankbridge Ltd, based in Dorset, is the home of the 
contemporary shepherd’s hut. The country’s most 
experienced hut-making team are inspired by , 
Victorian craftsmanship. The journey from ideas Rape 4e q\ 
sketched on paper to the completed hut is great fun. Well @\\ 
TEL 01300 348414 WEB plankbridge.com . = Pe : ne ; 4 7 \ 


6 BACKDOORSHOES® 


A perfect gift for garden lovers. Backdoorshoes® 
are lightweight, comfortable, waterproof and have 
removable, washable insoles. Great for when you 
need to nip outside and tend to the garden. There 
are over 20 unique designs for men and ladies. 
Sizes range from 3-13 and are £20 a pair. 

WEB backdoorshoes.co.uk (to order online). 


Cedar Nursery 


Plants & Outdoor Living 


a , Dae 


Visit us 7 days a week in Cobham, Surrey 


i a ie uf eo on . : es 
ape Design Oak Garages and Car Ports 


Come and meet our friendly, knowledgeable team and see our design led 
range of Plants and Pots, Garden Furniture, BBQs and Outdoor Kitchens, 
Wood Fired Ovens, Cedar Hot Tubs, Oak Buildings and 3D Landscape Design. 


Call Click Visit 
01932 862473 landscaping.co.uk Horsley Road, Cobham, KT 11 3UX 


email sally.overton@immediate.co.uk Marketplace 


BUILDINGS 


i 
oe 


- > - 
Rhino Premium 8x10 = Silver. Sage 
~ ¥ 


a nd your 
ment your < 
ity is far 
0800 694 1929 : 
rhinogreenhouses.co.uk 
and 
SALE pric ion y¢ S Wi ly thrive, making i son or online to 
oth e ga g in< 


Traditional Dutch Light Timber Glasshouses 
Standard & Bespoke 
___ Made to Order 


Top brand greenhouses at 
factory direct prices 


Blythe Park, Cresswell, 
Stoke-On-Trent ST11 9RD Peritys 


Bona Lane, Buueerin Cocke, PRI3sIQ 
‘Vel & Fax: O1945 410471 
www. peritys.co.uk 


dovetail i 
greenhouses . y > for FREE brochure pack 


www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


artisan shepherd's huts 
the ultimate gift for a gardener! 
MALVERN COPPICING SR atts : 


Rustic timber gazebos, fencing, 
garden structures and more from 
our sustainably managed Z 
local woodlands. | - ‘ - 


MALVERNCOPPICING.CO.UK Let us create your perfect tetreat | 


TEL. 01684 574865 : 
MOB. 07946169123 01825 791402 www.artisan-shepherdshuts.co.uk 


Marketplace 


To advertise call Sally Overton on 0117 314 7413 


BULBS, NURSERIES AND PL 


HEDGING AND YOUNG TREES 


Per10 50 Per10 50 
Alder, Common 4-5ft transplants...£14.90 £69 £27.90 £132 


Holly, Green 1-1'/2ft pot grown...... 


Beech, Green 2-3ft transplanted .....£8.90 £39 Hornbeam 2-3ft tranplanted .. £43 
Beech, Green 3-4ft transplanted ...£13.90 £64 Hornbeam 3-4ft tranplanted .. £64 
Beech, Purple 1-1'/2ft seedlings....£10.90 £49 Horse Friendly Hedging 2-3ft tr. £35 
Beech, Purple 2-3it transplants.....£22.90 £106 Larch 2-3ft transplanted £53 
Berberis darwinii 8-12ins pot gr....£28.50 £132 Laurel 1-1'/2ft bare root £72 


£9.00 £34 
£39 


Blackthorn 2-3ft seedlings... 
Box, Common 6-8ins trans. 
Cotoneaster franchetii 16-2 


Mixed Native Hedging 2-3ft tr. . 
Norway Spruce 12-18ins trans 
Privet, Golden 1-11/2ft trans 
Privet, Green 2-3ft bare root .. 
Quickthorn 16-24ins seedling 
Elaeagnus ebbingei 8-12” p 
Field Maple 2-3ft transplanted. 
Guelder Rose 16-24ins seedling . Rosa Rugosa 2-3ft transplanted. 
Hazel 2-3ft transplanted... 2 Yew, English 8-12ins trans. . 
Carriage, except Scottish Highlands and Islands- add £8. 95 
Visit our web site - www.hedging.co.uk 
or request a FREE COLOUR BROCHURE listing many other sizes, plants and sundries. 
Please check on availability if collecting from the Garden Centre. Open 7 days a week. 


Gel BUCKINGHAM NURSERIES 


1Z> 57 Tingewick Road, Buckingham, MK18 4AE. 
Tel. 01280 822133 Fax 01280 815491 E-mail info@hedging.co.uk 


SNOWDROPS IN 
THE GREEN 


EST SUPPLIER QUALITY BULBS 


Single Snowdrops £5.00 per 50 £9.50 per 100 £80 per 1000 
Double Snowdrops £8.00 per 50 £15.50 per 100 £130 per 1000 
Ellwesit Snowdrops £5.00 per 10 
Aconites £5.00 per 20 
Miniature Daffodils £5.50 per 20 
Snowflake Aestivum £6.00 per 10 
Bluebells £8.00 per 50 


Please add £3.50 towards p&p ~ Cheques & P.O, made payable to: 
A Brown, A.B. Nurseries Dept GW 


TT 
AB NURSERIES 
| 27 1 Wesime ad Avenue, Wisbech, Cambs PE13 2SI —_ 
| | 9 | Tel: 01945 46531 e: O1945 47578 Ui) 
abnurseries@gma il com fi 
“We have been advertising in Gardeners’ World Magazine for over 2} years” 


THORNHAYES 
NURSERY 


Popular with professional and amateur 
gardeners alike for an extensive range of 
fruit and ornamental trees and hedging 
in a wide range of sizes 
Delivery throughout the UK and Ireland 
St. Andrews Wood, Dulford, Cullompton, 


Devon EX15 2DF 
@ 01884 266746 | trees@thornhayes-co.uk 


SNOWDROPS 
IN THE GREEN 


SINGLE SNOWDROPS 
SINGLE SNOWDROPS 
DOUBLE SNOWDROPS 
DOUBLE SNOWDROPS 
ENGLISH BLUEBELLS 
CROCUS 

ACONITES 

MINIATURE DAFFODILS 
MINIATURE TULIPS 


£9 per 100 
£70 per 1000 
£14 per 100 
£120 per 1000 
£14 per 100 
£9 per 100 

£8 per 50 

£8 per50 

£8 per 50 


ALL BULBS TOP QUALITY 


P&P FREE. MAKE CHE ALORDERS 
\BLE TO ANGLIA BULBS, LORDS LANE, 
WISBECH, C/ PEIS 4TU 
PHONE 01945 410966 
HOME VISITS WELCOME 


To advertise 
here call 
Sally Overton on 
0117 314 7413 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


WWW.EUROBULBS.CO.UK 
GROWERS OF TOP QUALITY BULBS IN THE GREEN 


£70.00 


Single Snowdrops £5.00 £8.50 £40.00 

Double Snowdrops (Special Price) £7.00 £11.00 £50.00 £95.00 
Elwessi Snowdrops £17.00 £28.00 

Atkinsii £25.00 perl0 

Hymalis ( Winter Aconite) £8.50 £15.00 £70.00 £130.00 
Snowflake Aestivum £12.00 per25 

Snowflake Gravetye Giant £20.00 per25 

Snowflake Leucojum Vernum £22.50 per10 

English Bluebells £7.50 £13.00 £60.00 £115.00 
Large Flowering Crocus Mix £5.00 £9.00 £40.00 

Narcissus Tete e Tete £7.50 £14.00 £65.00 

Narcissus Thalia £10.00 £19.00 £80.00 

Narcissus Pseudo Lobularis (Lent Lily) £15.00 £28.00 

Narcissus Pheasants Eye £15.00 £28.00 

Narcissus Tenby Lily £15.00 £28.00 


YCLAMEN SOLD IN 9 0 £5.80 per3 £16.50 per9 
Coum Mixed Pink, Coum Alba, Coum Silverleaf 
Heda Pink, Hedman Albo, sec outa Silverleaf 
OROUS SOLD £6.25 pe 
Niger, Orientals ty series 


lar (wild rims) cone ( os), Vets ( cae 


ee poey/Purple, Pururea White, panes Pink 


MANY MORE VARIETIES AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE. 
Email: info@eurobulbs.co.uk 
All bulbs are flowering size, including free ones. 
Delivery is just £3.50 uk mainland only 
Other destinations please telephone for price. 
Cheque or card payments please with orders 
Eurobulbs UK Itd, 314,Smeeth Rd Marshland St James 
Wisbech Cambs PE14 8EP 6 
Tel 01945 430009 Fax 430303 Email info@eurobulbs.co.uk 
ALL MAJOR DEBIT AND CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


A 


GARDENS 


e range of 


ity plants online 


Harvington 
Hellebores® 


Huge range of perennials, 
erns, grasses and more 


ajority oi a on site 


www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk Plug and Pot Plants 


Phone or buy online 


01778 590455 


www.twelvenur 0.uk 


Chrysanthemums 
Direct: 
Holmes Chapel Road, Over Peover, 
Knutsford, Cheshire. WAL6 9RA 
Tel: 0800 046 7443 
sales(@chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk 


NATIONAL FRUIT 
TREE SPECIALISTS 


WOOTTENS 
of WENHASTON 


3CH ONLINE SALE www.woottensplants.com 


01502 478258 


Plant Specialists 
for 25 Years 
-_ NOW 


GARDENS 


DE EWS ie ROAD ie): 


Order your 
2015 
Catalogue 


Moor View, Godshill, Isle of Wight 
PO38 3HW. 

Tel: 01983 840750 (24hrs) / 522243 

www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 


The widest range of Chrysanthemums 
available to growers in the U.K, with nearly 
450 varieties, for the garden and exhibition, 

all grown from clean stock on our nursery 
in Cheshire. 


www, chrysanthennunsdirect. co.uk 


email sally.overton@immediate.co.uk 


Marketplace 


FENCING PLANTERS FURNITURE 


rf 


large and small. 


www.cleftwood.com 


ce 


Cleft oak fencing, gates and structures for gardens 


Hand crafted from English oak in the Home Counties, 
shipped nationwide and abroad. 


07813 760763 


enquiries@cleftwood.com 


Q OXFORD 
PLANTERS 


THE BEST PROTECTION FROM 
SLUGS AND SNAILS 


fax 


www.slugrings.co.uk 
01225 851524 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


HOME FURNISHINGS 


HILLARYS 


Make awindow. Make aroom. 


UK TRAVEL 


SCOTLAND’S BEST KEPT SECRET 
We have the perfect escape for you: 
Garden-lovers cottages in stunning coastal 
and country settings. From a cosy pad for 
two, to co-located seaside cottages for 12. 
Visit glorious Galloway gardens. Get close 
to wildlife. Be amazed by the stars. Go 
fishing. Play golf. All in beautiful peace and 
tranquillity. Dogs welcome. 
01988 600600 
www.escapetogalloway.co.uk 


"50% OFF I. 


= 


MEASURING & 
FITTING INCLUDED 


TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT WITH A LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 389 1658 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK 


T’s & C's apply. 


PLANTERS 


ARTHUR JACK & C2 
Traditional Georgian style 
steel planters and water butts 


Hand-crafted in England 
Call for details: 01299 827059 + www.arthurjack.co.uk 


twenty twenty 


contemporary art and craft 


Indoors or'outdoors, with room 
for two and mugs of tea... the 
perfect place'to...perch. 


PERCH 
BY HUGH ELLIOTT 


SIMPLE ASSEMBLY 
WITH TOOLS 
SUPPLIED 


Contemporary rustic design, made in Shropshire 
Solid redwood from sustainable plantations 
Water based, non toxic, low VOC wood treatment 


TWENTY TWENTY GALLERY 01952 727952 


MACHINERY 


WmMowwWithUs.com 


Mow With Us, the name for choice, service and: quailty 


FREE ENGINE OIL 
& FREE DELIVERY 


for boxed goods 
(UK mainland except Scottish Highlands and islands) 


Call for FREE advice on 01962 892466 


Buy online at www.mowwithus.com 


HONDA 


Authorised Dealer and one of 
the country’s largest 
retailer. 


fi fi Speak French, Spanish or Italian 
as they are really spoken aa 


Now you can improve or maintain your French, 
Spanish or Italian with the bi-monthly audio magazines, [i@ya@sionoues 
Bien-dire, Punto y Coma and Tutto Italiano. 


© Speak French, Spanish or Italian with confidence 


Bien-dire, Punto y Coma and Tutto italiano are all published six times by learning the language as it’s really spoken 

a year from France, Spain and Italy and include a glossy magazine ¢ Improve your vocabulary and listening comprehension 
packed full of lively, topical and original articles and in-depth * Improve your knowledge of French, Hispanic 
interviews in French, Spanish or Italian to give you the inside track on or Italian culture 

French, Hispanic or Italian culture. Key words and phrases are glossed * Lively, relevant and up-to-date, authentic content 
into English on the facing page. The articles, in turn, are narrated on ¢ Take advantage of on-going, portable and 

the accompanying 60-minute audio CD to enable you to improve flexible learning 


your listening comprehension and understand French, Spanish 
and Italian as it’s really spoken. In addition, every feature is graded 
for difficulty so that you can assess your progress with each issue. 


Subscribe Today to 
either Bien-dire, 
Punto y Coma or Tutto 


If you now want to be able to speak like a native, a subscription italiano for a year for 


to Bien-dire, Punto y Coma or Tutto italiano will inspire, 16 As ' Suet eva eedyen aa 
motivate and help you to achieve fluency. £16 saving: erocth aver C16. for , 
FREE - that's 7 issues 
for the price of 6! 
Order TODAY by calling 
— 0800 141 2210 
ate Outside the UK call 


+44 117 927 2236 


or by visiting our website: 
www.languages-direct.com/GDNII5F 
for Bien-dire and 
www.languages-direct.com/GDN115S 
for Punto y Coma 
www.languages-direct.com/GDNIISIT 
for Tutto italiano 


Subscribe Today! 


al 01. Please send me a year's subscription (6 bi-monthly magazines and 6 accompanying | Please send your completed order form together 


audio CDs for £99) to Bien-dire Audio Magazine + 1 extra FREE issue! with payment to: Languages Direct Ltd, 


02. Please send me a year's subscription (6 bi-monthly magazines and 6 accompanying TC] FREEPOST RSKB-KSKR-LYLU, Bristol BS1 6UX 
audio CDs for £99) to Punto y Coma Audio Magazine + 1 extra FREE issue! 


Delivery: Your first issue should be with you within 10 days of receiving your order. 
il 03. Please send me a year’s subscription (6 bi-monthly magazines and 6 accompanying fe] 


audio CDs for £99) to Tutto italiano Audio Magazine + 1 extra FREE issue! 
2 60 day money-back guarantee 


Cheque: cheque enclosed for £99 (payable to Languages Direct Ltd) [] If for any reason Bien-dire or Punto y Coma or Tutto italiano is 

or Card: Please charge my credit card for the sum of £99 only: Mastercard (] Visa Amex O not for you, just let us know within 60 days, and we'll refund your 
subsciption in FULL, and you can keep your first issue. If at any 

Card number: time later you decide to cancel, we'll refund you the cost of any 
unmailed issues. 

Expiry date; _ Cs Card CVV Code: 

First name: Surname: To see our full range of excellent language learning materials 


visit www.languages-direct.com 


Address: 
Media Ref: GDN115 


Telephone: Email: 


ILLUSTRATED 


APRIL ISSUE 


+ Spring vibrancy of flower and foliage at 


Ayot St Lawrence in Hertfordshire 
* The most gorgeous cherry blossoms 
* A Dorset parsonage where productivity 
and charm combine 
* We visit the romantic spring garden 
surrounding a Dutch farm cottage 


win sagen? 
Sa 
0. We 


ON SALE 27 MARCH 


Available as a digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ on the App Store, 
Google Play or Zinio.com. Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s 


and ‘Tesco stores, as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. és 


the writer's plot 


Border crossing 


As winter turns into spring, Frank realises there’s no time for procrastination 


WORDS FRANK RONAN ILLUSTRATION ANGELA HARDING 


ometime this month 
S the seasons collide and 

spring will tangle with 
winter, each falling over the 
other in the sort of shambles 
you get when the entrance 
and the exit is all the same 
door and the new lot want 
to come in while the old 
are still loitering in a 
vestibule paralysis. It is 
now that I envy my tidy 
friends, who for months 
have been gloating over the 
impeccably dug and weeded 
and mulched and manured, 


every year but not always 

achieved. So now, in the 

meadow at least, there is no 

conflict of the seasons and 

the crocuses are showing 

in grass that is the right 

length to show them off. 
In the same week 

I managed to get around 

most of the hellebores 

too and take the old 

leaves off. It was done 

early perhaps, but that 

is a job that is usually left 

too late and done ina 

rush and you accidentally 


but not to the point of snip off flower buds and 
envying them the days of new leaf buds. And you 
working out in the bitter rain find that the collapsed 
that it took to achieve it. Now I am away a ll winter I have my excuse old leaves have already 


And then again bare earth 
has never been my thing, 


for everything being such a mess, without 


squashed a delicate 
neighbouring reticulate 


and Id sooner see the little having to admit I like it that way iris or two and given 


blue things that herald spring 
appear snuggled among the debris of winter than have 
them displayed cold on sterile ground. And it is lovely to 


get on your knees as soon as the paths are dry and the stone 


a little warm and work your way gingerly into the border, 
making small discoveries along the way. 
Now that I am away all the winter I have my excuse for 


everything being such a mess, without having to admit that 


shelter to the snail that was 
feeding off it in the meantime. I couldn't bear to think of all that 
happening in my absence, so rolling the Christmas pastry had to 
wait while I scurried round with secateurs in the drizzle. 

The hardy ferns were stripped too, while I was at it, even 

though the fronds were still green and fresh looking, and then 
I had a nice time weaving fronds into a winter coat among the 
stems of the tree dahlia, which is now in a pot too big to be carried 


1 like it that way or pretend that I was doing it for the sake of the out of frost’s way. When I get back the question will be when to 
wildlife. At the same time, knowing that I am going to be away remove the protection. Too soon and winter could riot yet; not 
for long stretches is a spur to getting the essentials done. In the soon enough and all that spring sunshine won't be able to get 


normal course of events I would have looked at a job like 
pruning a fruit tree and thought to myself that it must 
be done soon, while it was still the right season, and then 
there would be a distraction or a run of bad weather and 
the next thing I knew it would be the wrong season and 
the dilemma of whether to do it at the wrong time or 
leave it until the following year. 

Now, whenever I am home, I look at things and know 
that if they are not done this minute it will be too late 
by the time I see them again. And so the mower came 
out on the one dry day in Christmas week to get the 
meadow down for the crocuses — a job that is intended 


114 


through to the soil and persuade the dahlia to resurrect. 

We get a couple of warm days when we are out 
digging in short sleeves and forget that March can 
be the coldest month of the year. Or we get a blizzard 
and forget that this is spring and all of life is pushing 
beneath our feet. 


READER EVENT 
Quy Don't miss the chance to hear Frank discuss his 


Frank Ronan is 


inavelihadan thoughts on the great contradictions of creating a garden 
gardens in both at the Gardens Illustrated Festival in April. To find out how 
the UK and USA. to book tickets see page 8 or visit gardensfestival.com 
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avid C.H. Austin 


ae 
Gertrude Jekyll (Ausbord) \ 


Plant roses now for glorious 
summer blooms 


ith spring just around the corner, now is the perfect time to plant roses and 
bat ea an abundance of blooms this coming summer. David Austin's 
English Roses combine exceptional beauty and delicious fragrances with outstanding 
health, reliabiltty and vigour. They are such rewarding plants that even adding just a 
few choice varieties to your border can completely transform its character. 


We're offering readers of Gardens Illustrated 15% OFF* every time you 
shop with us before March 31%, 2015. 


Visit: www.davidaustinroses.com | Call: 01902 376300 | Quote code GT26 


nd packing and cannot be used in conjunction with any other David Austin R 


wha, 
HARTLEY &fR® BOTANIC 
Cet 


WIT PRIDE- SINCE 1938 


4 at \ 


For all our call or click 
www.hartley-botanic.co.uk Quoting Ref: Gl 


THE FINEST GREENHOUSES MONEY GAN BUY 


